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Introduction 
 
The seed for this Green Building Resource L ist was sown five years ago as the present Redwood Empire 
Chapter  of the US Green Building Council was starting to coalesce. The intent at that time was to engage in 
constructive finger-pointing, to steer people in our little corner of the planet toward information and resources within 
this still-nascent field of Green Building. We hoped to answer the questions that we knew were lurking in people’s 
minds, questions like: 
 
�  What is Green Building? 
�  Is Green Building really that important? 
�  What’s going on nationally, at the state level, in other cities, other areas? 
�  Are there any Green Buildings in our area? 
�  Where can I get cotton-batt insulation, cork flooring, or (fill in the blank)? 
 
We imagined that our audience -- the readers of this Resource L ist-- would be builders, architects, engineers, other 
design and building professionals, educators, Planning and Building Department staff people, other public 
employees and personnel, members of City Councils, Planning Commissions and other public boards, members of 
the press, as well as ordinary citizens – normal people – like us. 
 
It was not our intent to duplicate any of the many Resource Lists already available in print or online (though we 
have, unavoidably, at least in part, done so). In keeping with the admonition to “Think Globally, Act Locally,”  we 
hoped to point our fingers toward local and regional resources in addition to the more national and global 
resources available elsewhere. 
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The Resource L ist was first published in 2004, in conjunction with the inception of Santa Rosa’s Green Building 
Program. Since then, we have been engaging in occasional updates and revisions. The quantity and quality of Green 
Building information is increased just slightly faster than our ability to keep up with it, 
 
But we have temporarily triumphed over progress and you now have in your hands (or on your screen) version 1.2 
of our Green Building Resource L ist. It is a work-in-progress. It is complete enough – we hope -- to be useful, but 
it is not, and never will be, done. 
 
We welcome your comments, corrections, and suggestions for inclusion. 
 
 

What is “Green Building?”  
 
Unless they draw a complete blank, most people conjure some image or set of images when they hear the words 
“Green Building.”  Many people associate Green Building with bamboo flooring, roof-mounted photovoltaic panels, 
compact fluorescent light bulbs, or exterior walls made of straw bales. But few people understand the breadth and 
scope of Green Building, as it is currently understood and practiced. 
 
Green Building is the weaving together  of many disparate energy-efficient, resource-efficient, and people-
fr iendly practices in the design and construction of our  buildings. 
 
With great flexibility, Green Building comprises and integrates a wide range of disparate design and building 
themes, interests, and practices. A partial list includes the following: 
 
Community 
�  Smart Growth 
�  walkable communities 
�  brownfield redevelopment 
�  permeable paving 
�   
 
Landscaping and Land Preservation 
�  xeriscaping 
�  native plants 
�  ecological restoration 
�  preservation of open-space 
�  preservation of wetlands 
 
Water systems 
�  innovative wastewater treatment systems (Living Machines, constructed wetlands, and others) 
�  zero net runoff 
�  rainwater catchment 
 
Renewable Energy 
�  renewable energy 
�  ‘green power’  
�  greenhouse gas reduction 
�  recycled-content materials 
�  rapidly-renewable materials 
�  salvaged materials 
�  passive solar, or ‘bioclimatic’  design 
�  energy efficient construction 
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�  natural daylighting 
�  healthy, non-toxic indoor environments 
�  recycling in the workplace 
�  integrated design practices 
�  reinforcing of local economies 
�  building commissioning 
�  and others. 
 
Green Building is far from a single-topic discipline. Instead, it can be thought of as a broad umbrella encompassing 
many disparate disciplines. Or a circus tent with many more than three rings. 
 
Until as recently as five or six years ago, there was no commonly-accepted definition of Green Building. 
Architects and engineers generally tended to focus their efforts on the aspects of Green Building that were familiar 
to them, ignoring the other aspects that were unfamiliar. Design decisions often ignored many critically important 
considerations such as stormwater runoff, the contribution of CFC’s to ozone depletion, occupant access to views, 
etc., and ignored the synergies that can result from an integrated design process. 
 
The US Green Building Council (USGBC) began to develop LEED, or  Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design, in 1995 in response to the marketplace demand for a common definition of Green 
Building. Through a comprehensive, consensus-driven process among its diverse membership base, LEED was 
crafted as a voluntary self-rating system for  buildings that aspired to some shade of “green.”  Since its formal 
inception in 2000, LEED has emerged as the standard by which Green Buildings are rated. LEED addresses 
concerns in the following five broad areas: 
 
�  Land use, transportation, and site issues 
�  Water  use 
�  Energy use, air quality, and atmosphere issues 
�  Mater ials and resource use 
�  Indoor air quality, indoor environmental quality (IEQ) 
 
Green Buildings are viewed differently depending on one’s viewpoint and one’s stake in the building industry (or 
one’s stake in a given building). A growing number of dollar-conscious building owners are building green because 
they understand that, compared to a ‘normal,’  Code-compliant building, a more energy- and resource-efficient green 
building is less expensive to operate (lower  annual costs for  water , sewer , electr ic, gas, waste pickup, etc.), 
often by huge margins. Green buildings often command above-market rents, again often by significant margins. To 
these smart building owners, Green Buildings are understood as High-Per formance Buildings. 
 
Many corporate decision-makers, like those at Herman-Miller, the Gap, Ford, Honda, Monsanto, and others, 
understand that the initial capital cost of a facility is dwarfed ongoing payroll costs. A relatively small additional 
investment in building design and capital cost yields huge ongoing savings. 
 
A 2003 study commissioned by California’s Sustainable Building Task Force, Costs and Financial Benefits of 
Green Building examined data from over 100 buildings nationwide. Based on very conservative assumptions, it 
concludes that the average cost premium of a Green Building over  a conventional, Code-compliant building is 
between $3 and $5 per  sf but the average benefit is between $55 and $70 per  sf! The greatest benefits are 
productivity and health, followed by reduced operations and maintenance costs, followed by energy savings, 
reduction in water use, reductions in solid waste, and other emissions. [See (www.cap-e.com)] 
 
It is largely for these financial reasons that many Federal, State, County, and municipal governments and agencies 
require that their own buildings be built to current LEED green building standards. For example: 
 
·  The General Services Administration (GSA) requires that all building projects beginning design in 

2003 must be LEED-Certified and are encouraged to be LEED Silver. The GSA is the largest tenant in 
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the United States, managing space in over 8,300 owned or  leased buildings for  over 1,000,000 federal 
employees. 

 
·  The State Depar tment has committed to using LEED on the construction of 180 new embassies 

worldwide over the next 10 years. 
 
·  The ongoing Pentagon Renovation Program (with a budget of over 4 billion dollars) will be LEED-

certified. 
 

·  All new housing for all branches of the military is being built according to a standard called SPiRiT, an 
adaptation of LEED written by the US Army Corps of Engineers. 
 

·  At last count, a total of sixteen State governments require LEED (or encourage Green Building) for all 
state-funded buildings. These include: AZ, AR, CA, CO, CT, MA, MD, ME, MI, NJ, NY, NV, OR, PA, 
WA, WI. 
 

·  The AIA (Amer ican Institute of Architects) recently called for a 50% reduction in the amount of fossil 
fuels used to construct and operate buildings by the year 2010. 

 
And for those with a strong interest in local and global environmental issues, Green Buildings are a significant step 
toward building more sustainably, with a smaller demand on natural resources. To them, Green Building is a 
significant step toward Sustainable Building. Green Building reverses, or at least minimizes, the harmful impact 
of buildings on the natural environment and on the building occupants. 
 
Green Buildings demand fewer resources (land, fresh water, materials, and energy) and produce less pollution (air, 
water, and solid waste) than conventional buildings, but each new Green Building represents a slightly greater 
burden than existed before the building was built. 
 
Finally, a clarification of some of the other terms that contrast alternative building approaches with current 
convention. 
 
�  Ecological Building-or eco-building- requires a broader perspective, more thorough look at whole 

systems, starting with an understanding of the life that is taking place on a given site. 
�  Restorative, or  Regenerative, Building is the highest manifestation or result of an ecological design 

process. It makes no net demands on the environment of which it is a part, and improves or enhances the 
vitality of a site. It seeks to improve a site instead of simply making it less bad. 

�  Natural Building is ecological building with the added restriction of using exclusively local, natural 
materials (wood, stone, earth, grasses, etc). Cob, adobe, log building, straw bale, straw-clay, are some 
examples of natural building. 

�  Green Building, High Per formance Building, Environmental Building, and Sustainable Building are 
all roughly synonymous. Not as ambitious or virtuous as regenerative building, Green Building can be 
accomplished instead by following a checklist, or a set of prescriptive standards. 

�  Organic architecture usually refers to an architectural style that is inspired by shapes and patterns in 
Nature. Concern for the integrity of Natural systems is not a requirement. 

�  Alternative Building isn�t necessarily more virtuous, less polluting, or better. Alternative Building is just 
unconventional, or different from, conventional building. 

 
 

Statistics 
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General 
 
“World population: 
1000: 350 million 
1825:  1 billion 
1900:  1.6 billion 
1930: 2 billion 
1960: 3 billion 
1977: 4 billion 
1989: 5 billion 
1999: 6 billion 
2007: 6.51 billion 
 
United Nations predictions for 2050: 7.9 billion (low) to 10.9 billion (high).”  
 
Buildings wor ldwide account for : 

40% of total energy use 
35-40% of municipal solid waste generated 
40% of raw mater ials used 
17% of total freshwater  flows 
40%of the SO2 and NO2 released 
[Source: Worldwatch Institute] 

 
“Almost 40% of the 7.5 billion tons of raw materials annually extracted from the earth are transformed into 
concrete, steel, sheetrock, glass, rubber, and other elements that make our buildings. One quarter of the annual wood 
harvest is used for construction. And buildings consume about 40% of the wor ld’s energy production and 
produce 40 percent of the sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides that cause acid rain and smog.”  [Source: Worldwatch 
Institute]. 
 
“California has more federally-listed threatened and endangered species, including 115 native species, than any 
other state.”  [Source: NRDC Amicus Journal, Summer 1997] 
 
“At least seventy species in California, including the California grizzly bear, are now extinct as a result of habitat 
degradation and/or hunting.”  [Source: NRDC Amicus Journal, Summer 1997] 
 
“One in four of the world’s mammal species and one in eight of the world’s bird species are threatened with 
extinction due to habitat loss and degradation and hunting.”  [Source: World Conservation Union, 2000] 
 
1.6 million new homes were built in the US in 1999, of which 1.3 million were single-family detached. [Source 
EBN, May 2001] 
 
The number of new houses built in the US in the 30 years from 1969 to 1999 was 3 times the number built in the 
US in the preceding 30 years. [Source: Worldwatch Institute, State of the World, 1999 edition] 
 
Average US new house size in 1949: 1,100 ft2. Average US new house size in 1999: 2,250 ft2. Increase in average 
house size, 1949 to 1999: 105%. 
 
Square feet of living area per  occupant in 1950: 290 ft2. Square feet of living area per occupant in 1997: 800 ft2. 
Increase in square feet of living area per occupant from 1950 to 1997: 276%! [Source EBN, May 2001] 
 
Harris Poll, US House sizes statistics 
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Site 
 
Between 1982 and 1997, the area of “ developed”  land in the US increased by 34%, a rate that far exceeds the 
rate of population growth. [Source: EBN, Feb 2001] 
 
“The US area devoted to roads and parking lots is estimated to be 61,000 mi2. The US is home to 214 million 
motor vehicles, three for every four people. Each US car requires an average of 0.18 acre of paved land for roads 
and parking space. For every five cars added to the American fleet, an area the size of a football field is covered 
with asphalt.”  [Source: The Earth Policy Reader, 2002] 
 
“…highway vehicles are responsible for about 60 percent of total CO emissions in the United States, 30 percent of 
the chemicals that cause urban smog, and 50 percent of carcinogenic and toxic air pollutants. Transportation 
contributes 32 percent of total US emissions of CO2, the most prevalent greenhouse gas.”  [Solving Sprawl, p. 3] 
 
According to US Census data, the percentage of the US population living in urban areas increased from 6% in 1800 
to 40% in 1900 to 75% in 1990. 
 
Each year between 1982 and 1992, the US lost to development an average of 400,000 acres of prime agricultural 
farmland – the land with the best conditions of soils and climate. [Solving Sprawl, p. 3] 
 
Between 1982 and 1997, the area of “developed” land in the US increased by 34%, a rate that far exceeds the rate of 
population growth. According to the EPA, the increase in urbanized land outpaced the increase in population 
by a factor  of 2.65. [Source: Environmental Building News. Feb 2001.] 
 
In a typical office park in California, the area of sur face parking is four  times the footpr int of the buildings. In 
one-story shopping centers, the parking area is three times that of the buildings. In two-story shopping centers, the 
parking area is up to six times that of the buildings. In typical PUD’s the parking area is between 0.5 and 1.5 times 
the footprint of the houses. [The Pedestrian Pocket Book, p.28] 
 
The average cost of car  ownership in the US is $6,700 per year. [Source: ?] 
 
As of 1999, 61 percent of American adults were overweight or obese and the prevalence of childhood obesity had 
doubled over 1976 figures. According to Richard J. Jackson, director of the National Center for Environmental 
Health at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta, sprawl encourages sedentary living habits 
which, in turn, are largely to blame for  the nation’s epidemic of obesity. [Architecture 8-03]. 
 
 

Water 
 
The average US household uses 146,000 gallons of water  per  year  (42% indoors, 58% outdoors). [Source EBN, 
May 2001] 
 
“While 70% of the Earth’s surface is covered with water , only 2.5% of the world’s water is freshwater . Most of 
this freshwater  is trapped in polar icecaps, with much of the rest found as soil moisture or kept in underground 
aquifers. Less than 1% of the world’s freshwater , or  about one hundredth of one percent of all the wor ld’s 
water , is usable in a renewable way and is therefore is readily available for human use.”  [Source: NOW with Bill 
Moyers website, 2003] 
 
70% of freshwater  withdrawn for human use goes toward irrigation, 20% is used by industry, and 10% is used for 
residential use.”  [Source: NOW with Bill Moyers website, 2003] 
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“ In the US, approximately 340 billion gallons of fresh water  are withdrawn per day from rivers, streams, and 
reservoirs to support residential, commercial, industrial, agricultural, and recreational activities. This accounts for 
about one-fourth of the nation’s total supply of renewable fresh water….Additionally, water is withdrawn from 
underground aquifers…On an annual basis, the water deficiency in the United States is currently estimated at about 
3,700 billion gallons. In other words, Americans extract 3,700 billion gallons per year more than they return to the 
natural water system to recharge aquifers and other water sources.”  [Source: USGBC Reference Guide] 
 
“The average person needs a minimum of 1.3 gallons of water per day to survive in a moderate climate at an average 
activity level. The minimum amount of water needed for drinking, cooking, bathing, and sanitation is 13 gallons. 
The average American uses a total of between 65 and 78 gallons of water per day. The average person in the 
Netherlands uses a total of 27 gallons of water per day. The average person in Somalia uses a total of 2.3 gallons of 
water per day.”  [Source: Water Fact Sheet, Pacific Institute website www.pacinst.org] 
 
“One fifth of the human population has no access to a safe water supply and two fifths has inadequate sanitation.”  
[Source: Global Water Supply and Sanitation Assessment, 2000 Report, World Health Organization (WHO) and 
UNICEF, as quoted in Vital Signs 2001] 
 
“Globally, less than 10% of total waste, including farm runoff, industrial pollution, and human waste, is treated 
before it inters rivers that are used for drinking, sanitation, irrigation, or industry.”  [Source: Vital Signs 2001] 
 
“An estimated 3.4 million people die each year worldwide from water-related diseases.”  [Source: World Water 
Vision, World Water Council as quoted in Vital Signs 2001] 
 
 

Energy and Atmosphere 
 
“Every minute, the energy in the sunlight reaching the surface of the Earth exceeds the amount of energy that the 
entire world uses in a year.”  [Source: Technology Review, Jan/Feb 2002] 
 
Buildings consume near ly a third of Amer ica’s energy—much of it wasted by inefficient design—while land-use 
decisions influence another  third used in transportation. [Source: RMI] 
 
In 1998, the US, with 4.6% of global population, consumed 25.3% of global energy production. [Source: Amicus 
Journal, Summer 2001] 
 
“Buildings in the United States account for 49 percent of sulfur dioxide emissions, 25 percent of nitrous oxide 
emissions, and 10 percent of particulate emissions, all of which damage urban air quality. Buildings produce 35 
percent of the country’s carbon dioxide emissions—the chief pollutant blamed for climate change.”  [Source: US 
Department of Energy Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Network (EREN) Website, 2003] 
 
In 1997, about 36 percent of total energy use in the US was consumed in the operation of commercial (16%) and 
residential (20%) buildings. This figure represents almost 9% of total worldwide energy use for that year and does 
not include the embodied energy in the materials used and the energy consumed during the construction process. 
[Source: US Commerce Department] 
 
“Five of the six smoggiest regions in the country are in California.”  [Source: NRDC Amicus Journal, Summer 1997] 
 
“From 1970 to 2003, U.S. energy consumption grew only 28% percent while the U.S. Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) increased 175 percent.”  [NREL website, 2006] 
 
Residential and commercial buildings accounted for  65.2% of total US electr icity consumption in the year 2000. 
[Source EBN, May 2001] 
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“ In 2100, atmospher ic CO2 concentrations will be in the range of 650 to 970 ppm, more than double or triple pre-
industrial levels. As a result, global average surface temperatures will rise between 2.5°F and 10.4°F between 1900 
and 2100.”  [Source: Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)] 
 
“Four major sectors produce carbon emissions: 
42% is produced by generation of electricity 
24% is produced by transportation 
20% is produced by industrial processes 
14% is produced by residential and commercial uses.”  [Source: The Earth Policy Reader, 2002] 
 
“The US produces 24% of the global total carbon emissions. 
China produces 14%. 
Russia produces 6%. 
Japan and India each produce 5%.”  [Source: The Earth Policy Reader, 2002] 
 
“Nearly 1 in 13 school-age children has asthma, and that rate is rising more rapidly in preschool-aged children than 
in any other group. Asthma is the leading cause of school absenteeism due to a chronic illness.”  [Source: EPA 
website, 2003] 
 
For every ton of cement produced, roughly ½ ton of CO2 (greenhouse gas) is released by the fuel consumed and an 
additional ½ ton is released in the chemical reaction that changes raw material to clinker, making the production of 
cement responsible for more than 6 per cent of all the greenhouse gases released by human activity. [Source: 
Environmental Building News, June 1999] 
 
“There are more than 76 million residential buildings and nearly 5 million commercial buildings in the U.S. today. 
These buildings together use one-third of all the energy consumed in the U.S., and two-thirds of all electr icity. By 
the year 2010, another 38 million buildings are expected to be constructed.”  [Source: US Department of Energy 
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Network (EREN) Website, 2003] 
 
Worldwide generating capacity of wind energy grew at an average rate of 24% per year from 1990 to 2000. [Source: 
World Watch, January/February 2001] 
 
 

Materials and Resources 
 
The average new wood-framed single-family house in the US consumes 13,000 board feet of lumber  (an acre or 
more of forest), of which 10% to 15% (minimum) is sent to the landfill as waste. 
 
Wood use: 
Half of Earth’s original forest cover is gone. 
Every minute, 64 football fields (acres) of forest is clearcut. 
Over half of wood used in Europe is FSC-certified. 
60 million acres of certified forests worldwide, 13 million acres in US. 
Only 15% of sustainably-harvested wood is actually sold as ‘certified sustainably-harvested.’  
We could meet the world’s wood needs with 25% of existing forests if sustainably-managed. 
Over 150 years, selective harvesting yields three times the wood compared to clearcutting. 
[Source: Cael Kendall and Dan Harrington, EcoTimber, 2002] 
 
“Global forest cover today is estimated to be 3.9 billion hectares, or about half what it was 11,000 years ago. At 
present rates of cutting, 40% of the world’s intact forests will be gone within 10 to 20 years.”  [Source: World 
Resources Institute, 2002] 
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Concrete use: 
The US consumes 100 million tons of cement annually. 
The world consumes 1.25 billion tons of cement annually. 
Cement is 12% of a typical concrete mix. 
Cement production accounts for 93% of the energy used in making concrete. 
World cement production causes the release of 1.6 billion tons of CO2 annually, which is responsible for 7-8% of 
human-caused global greenhouse gas emissions on an annual basis. 
Caltrans master specs require between 25% and 35% flyash replacement. 
The EPA requires fly ash in all federal construction. 
High volume fly ash replacement is standard practice in Europe and Japan. 
[Source: EHDD Architecture handout, 1999] 
 
According to the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) Research Center, the following natural 
resources are required to build a 1,700 sf home in this country: 9,700 board feet of lumber, 4,850 sf of 
sheathing, 2,528 sf of siding, 2,000 sf of [roofing] shingles, 55 cubic yards of concrete, 2,500 sf of insulation, 6,484 
sf of drywall, 300 pounds of nails, 750 feet of copper wire, 170 feet of copper pipe, 55 gallons of paint. [This 1,700 
square foot home is about ¾ the size of the average new home in the US]. [Source: Sonoma County “ recyclenow” 
website, March, 2003] 
 
During construction, the average new wood-framed single-family house in the US generates between 3 and 7 tons 
of solid waste. 
 
Construction and demolition (“ C& D” ) waste in the US amounts to more than half the municipal waste stream. 
[Source: Architecture 3/99] 
 
88% of new homes in the US are wood-frame construction. 10% are masonry block. Log construction, SIP’s, steel-
framed, straw-bale, and all other alternatives comprise the remaining 2% [Source EBN, May 2001] 
 
“New York City produces 11,000 tons of garbage every day.”  [Source: The Earth Policy Reader, 2002] 
 
 

Indoor Environmental Quality 
 
“Environmental Protection Agency studies of human exposure to air pollutants indicate that indoor  levels of 
pollutants may be 2-5 times, and occasionally more than 100 times, higher than outdoor levels. These levels of 
indoor air pollutants may be of particular concern because.”  [Source: EPA website, 2003] 
 
“The EPA estimates that building-related illnesses account for $60 billion of annual productivity lost in the US, and 
a wider study valued that loss as high as $400 billion.”  [Source: LEED Training Workshop Manual 2002, USGBC] 
 
“Nearly 1 in 13 school-age children has asthma, and that rate is rising more rapidly in preschool-aged children than 
in any other group. Asthma is the leading cause of school absenteeism due to a chronic illness.”  [Source: EPA 
website, 2003] 
 
“16% of Kaiser members have asthma. 27% of children under 18 in Sonoma County have asthma. Nationally, the 
annual costs related to asthma are $20 billion.”  [Jan Stensland, Kaiser Permanente, December 2005] 
 
 

Selected quotes: 
 



United States Green Building Council, Redwood Empire Chapter  
Green Building Resource List 2006 
 
Page 12 of 55 

© 2008 Pete Gang 

In 1992, the Union of Concerned Scientists issued a World Scientists’  Warning to Humanity which was signed by 
1,700 of the world’s leading scientists, including a majority of the Nobel laureates in the sciences. Their summary 
reads: 
 
“Human beings and the natural world are on a collision course. Human activities inflict harsh and often irreversible 
damage on the environment and on critical resources. If not checked, many of our current practices put at serious 
risk the future that we wish for human society and the plant and animal kingdoms, and may so alter the living world 
that it will be unable to sustain life in the manner that we know. Fundamental changes are urgent if we are to avoid 
the collision our present course will bring about.”  
 
“The significant problems we face cannot be solved with the same level of thinking we were at when we created 
them.”      --Albert Einstein 
 
“The major problems in the world are the result of the differences between the way Nature works and the way 
people think.”      --Gregory Bateson 
 
“Human beings did not weave the web of life. They are merely a strand in it.”      --Chief Seattle 
 
“ In the end, we will conserve only what we love. We will love only what we understand. We will understand only 
what we are taught.”      --Beba Dioum 
 
“When the well’s dry we know the worth of water” .      —Benjamin Franklin 
 
“We have become great because of the lavish use of our resources ... But the time has come to inquire seriously 
what will happen when our forests are gone, when the coal, the iron, the oil and the gas are exhausted.”      -President 
Theodore Roosevelt, May 13, 1908 
 
“What is the point of having a good house, if you don’ t have a decent planet to put it on?”      --Henry David Thoreau 
 
“Blessed is he who has learned to laugh at himself, for he shall never cease to be entertained.”    Unknown 
 
 “Our culture has adopted a design stratagem that essentially says that if brute force or massive amounts of energy 
don’ t work, you’ re not using enough of it.”      --William McDonough, Architect, 1993 
 
“After 11,000 years of building to protect ourselves from the environment, the delicate environment must now be 
protected from us.”       --Dr. Joseph Biello, AIA 
 
“The cost of a thing is the amount of what I call life which is required to be exchanged for it, immediately or in the 
long run.”      --Henry David Thoreau 
 
“We are treating the Earth as if it were a business in liquidation.”      --Herman Daly, World Bank economist 
 
“When life is less than perfect, people usually muddle through…They have survived the isolation and insularity of 
their dwellings; they have survived the disappearance of public life; they have survived pollution and the 
despoliation of the landscape. And they have gotten used to the shear ugliness of everything around them. Lots of 
people have learned not to mind that at all.”      –Daniel Solomon, in The Pedestrian Pocket Book, 1989 
 
“Citizens in the developing world imitate the American way of life, even though our sprawled communities lack the 
spirit and sense of place indigenous communities enjoy. Even worse, our model consumes resources at 20 times the 
rate of the world average.”      --Bob Berkebile, Architect 
 
“We shape our dwellings, and afterwards our dwellings shape our lives.”      --Winston Churchill, 1960 
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“Who knows but if men constructed their dwellings with their own hands, and provided food for themselves and 
families simply and honestly enough, the poetic faculty would be universally developed, as birds universally sing 
when they are so engaged?”      --Henry David Thoreau 
 
 “ I hear and I forget, I see and I remember, I do and I understand.”      --Confucius 
 
“An expert is someone who started before you did.”      --anonymous Tai Chi Master, as quoted in Dancing Wu Li 
Masters 
 
“An expert is someone who never makes small mistakes while proceeding toward the grand fallacy.”      Pliny Fisk, 
at a Green Building Conference, Austin, TX, October, 1999 
 
“The job of shaping the built environment comes with a responsibility beyond the wants of the paying client, and 
beyond our personal wants as well. May the wisdom that we bring to our practice include an understanding of the 
effects of our building designs and materials choices on all beings now alive and their descendents.”      -- Lynne 
Elizabeth, architect and author 
 
“We all need to have humility. Strategies have changed. We are just beginning to understand our place in the world. 
We are all beginners. We need to know that we don’ t know. And then we need to celebrate that. And that’s why it’ s 
called a practice. We need to study and we need to practice constantly.”     --William McDonough 
 
“Asphalt is the land’s last crop.”    --Rupert Cutler 
 
“The living arrangement Americans now think of as normal is bankrupting us economically, socially, ecologically, 
and spiritually. The physical setting itself – the cartoon landscape of car-clogged highways, strip malls, tract houses, 
franchise fry pits, parking lots, junked cities, and ravaged countryside – is not merely a symptom of our troubled 
culture but in many ways a primary cause of our troubles.”      -- James Kunstler, The Geography of Nowhere 
 
“You can’ t think of Green Buildings as more expensive buildings….In most cases; green solutions have almost 
immediate payback. It’ s become just good business”    --Art Gensler, Gensler Architects 
 
“ I’ve grown impatient with the kind of debate we used to have about whether the optimists or the pessimists are 
right. Neither are right. There is too much bad news to justify complacency. There is too much good news to justify 
despair.”     –Donella Meadows 
 
“You can always count on Americans to do the right thing — after they’ve tried everything else.”  – Winston 
Churchill 
 
“Not everything that can be counted counts, and not everything that counts can be counted.”      --Albert Einstein 
 
“ I think we still overestimate the danger of terror. There are other things that are of equal, if not greater, magnitude, 
like the environmental global risks.”     --former UN chief weapons inspector Hans Blix, in an interview with David 
Frost in March of 2004 
 
“Destroying rain forest for economic gain is like burning a Renaissance painting to cook a meal.”      --Edward O. 
Wilson 
 
“You can observe a lot just by watching.”       --Yogi Berra 
 
“Good judgment comes from experience, and a lot of that comes from bad judgment.”…..—Will Rogers 
 
“For so many years, the term “green” could never scale. It was trapped in a corner by its opponents, who defined it 
as “ liberal,”  tree-hugging,”  girly-man,”  unpatriotic,”  vaguely French.”  No more. We reached a tipping point this 
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year [2006] – where living, acting, designing, investing, and manufacturing green came to be understood by a 
critical mass of citizens, entrepreneurs, and officials as the most patriotic, capitalistic, geopolitical, healthy, and 
competitive thing they could do.”      --Thomas Friedman, in The New York Times, December 26, 2006 
 
 

Information Resources, by Green Building topic: 
 
This List includes resources of many diverse formats (books, magazines, periodicals, websites, videos, online tools, 
CD’s, etc.) and is organized by topic, instead of by format. 
 
The broad outline of headings mimics the outline of LEED, with the addition of a few headings and subheadings. 
 
Listings are alphabetical within each subheading. 
 
 

Green Building, general 
 
A Pattern Language 
by Christopher Alexander, and others 
© 1977, Oxford University Press 
 
 

Something a bit different, only tangentially related to Green 
Building: A Pattern Language is a wonderful and provocative 
source of design and building ideas drawn from the world as it was 
before there were architects and building contractors. (Also check 
out the companion volume, A Timeless Way of Building.) 
 

A Primer on Sustainable Building 
by Rocky Mountain Institute: Dianna Lopez 
Barnett with William Browning 
2nd edition, © 1999 Rocky Mountain 
Institute  
 

A small, affordable paperback with clear, straightforward 
discussions about sustainability, and the implications of a more 
thoughtful, holistic approach for the design and building process. 

A Shelter Sketchbook: Timeless Building 
Solutions 
by John S. Taylor 
© 1983, 1997, Chelsea Green  
 

Little pen-and-ink drawings of great building ideas borrowed from 
vernacular building around the world. Another refreshing break 
from all the words and the numbers. 

Bioshelters, Ocean Arks, and City Farming 
by John Todd and Nancy Jack Todd 
 

The Todds seek to create sustainable mini-ecosystems which 
incorporate humans while at the same time mimicking the larger 
biosphere. They attempt to employ scientific principles that will 
ultimately allow `humankind’  to become `one with the 
environment.’  
 

Building for Sustainability 
 

Six scenarios for the David and Lucile Packard Foundation Los 
Altos Project. An integrated approach to the built environment 
sustainable design. Balances the social economic and 
environmental aspects of our lives and enhances the well being of 
our communities. 
 

Building Green in a Black and White World, 
A Guide to Selling the Homes your 
Customers Want 
by David Johnston 
Home Builder Press 
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www.builderbooks.com 
 
Building Green Suite, 
www.buildinggreen.com 
 

A design/research tool created by the folks at Environmental 
Building News (EBN) that integrates specifications, related articles 
from EB , and a database of case studies. Easy to search and cross-
reference by CSI division, LEED credit, or green topic. 
Subscription costs $199/yr. 
 

Built By Hand, Vernacular Buildings 
Around the World, by Bill Steen, Athena 
Steen, and Eiko Komatsu 
© 2003, Gibbs-Smith 
 

Vernacular architecture from around the world. 

California Integrated Waste Management 
Board (CIWMB) 
www.ciwmb.ca.gov 
 

CIWMB is the State agency most actively involved in promoting 
Green Building. Their report, “ Building Better Buildings: A 
Blueprint for Sustainable State Facilities”  is the result of Governor 
Davis’s August 2000 Executive Order mandating that all State-
funded buildings be built to some standard of Green. 
 

Center for Maximum Potential Building 
Systems (“Max’s Pot” ) 
www.cmpbs.org 
 

“ CMPBS uses life cycle design to foster ecological balance within a 
multi-scalar context and engages in interdisciplinary collaborations 
with a common vision of healthful environments, economic 
prosperity, and social equity.”  These guys have been at it for over 
25 years: they were instrumental in developing Austin’s Green 
Building Program, in writing LEED, in Greening the Pentagon, and 
lots of other activities… 

 
Cradle to Cradle, Remaking the Way We 
Make Things 
by William Mcdonough and Michael 
Braungart 
 

 

Development Center for Appropriate 
Technology 
www.dcat.net 
 

Founder David Eisenberg works valiantly and effectively within the 
national Code-writing organizations to incorporate notions of 
sustainability into the Building Codes. 

Directory of Eco-Building Schools 
http://www.ecodesign.org/edi/eden/ecoscho
ols-map.html 
 

Recently updated and available online, this Directory is for those 
considering furthering their full-time, part-time, or hands-on 
education in the world of Green or “ Eco” -Building. 
 

Dwellings, by Paul Oliver 
© 2003, Phaidon Press 
www.phaidon.com 
 

Beautiful photos illustrating examples of vernacular architecture. 

Earth Policy Institute 
www.earth-policy.org 
 

A non-profit interdisciplinary research organization founded in 
2001 by Lester Brown. Earth Policy Institute looks at The Big 
Picture. 
 

Ecological Footprint 
www.myfootprint.org 
www.rprogress.org 

Ecological Footprint is an attempt to both quantify and illustrate 
supply and demand at the largest scales. (Globally, there exists 4.5 
acres of biologically productive land per person. In the US, we use 
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http://pthbb.org/natural/footprint/img/cartog
ram.gif 
http://www.earthday.net/Footprint/index.asp 
 
 

24 acres per person). 
 
Ecological Quiz to help calculate your ecological footprint on 
planet earth 

Eco-Structure 
1-866-638-5624 
www.eco-structure.com 
 

“ Improving environmental performance of the building envelope 
through education and design.”  The new kid in the magazine field 
(premiered in May of 2003), sometimes a bit amateurish, but still 
worthwhile. 
 

Environmental Building News (EBN) 
www.buildinggreen.com 
 

EBN is the well-respected granddaddy of green building 
publications in the United States. All of their publications (Green 
Building Advisor, BuildingGreen Suite, GreenSpec Directory) are 
formatted to dovetail with LEED. 
 

Environmental Building News (EBN), 
Establishing practices with Green Buildng, 
May 2001 
 

Working through where to place the most effort to do the most good 
 

Environmental Design and Construction 
Magazine (ED+C) 
www.edcmag.com 
 

Intended for building professionals, though less technically 
rigorous than EBN. 

Goldman Sachs Environmental Policy 
Framework 
www.goldmansachs.com 
 
 

Goldman Sachs believes that a healthy environment is necessary for 
the well-being of society, our people and our business and is the 
foundation for a sustainable and strong economy. 

The Greening of Goldman Sachs, Jan 2006 
http://www.alternet.org/story/29901 
 

A framework for Goldman Sachs to address Environmental 
degradation and Climate change within their business practices. 

Green Building Smart Market Report 
© 2006, McGraw-Hill 
www.smartmarket.construction.com 
 

An overview of the current state of commercial Green Building in 
the US with colorful bar charts, pie charts, color photos, and good 
information. 

Green Built Colleges & Universities 
www.cdrecycling.org 
www.ecoiq.com 
www.greenbuilding.ca 
www.greendesign.net/gbrc/index.html 
www.greenbuilder.com/general 
www.buildingsources.html 
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GreenSource, The Magazine of Sustainable 
Design 
www.greensourcemag.com 
 

A McGraw-Hill publication, GreenSource is the newest Green 
magazine. The June 2006 issue was issue #1. 
 

Hospital Heal Thyself, Greening the design 
and construction of Healthcare facilities, 
EBN, Vol 14, #6, 2005 
http://www.buildinggreen.com/articles/Issue
TOC.cfm?Volume=14&Issue=6 
 
 

Healthcare facilities play a critical role in treating illness but, in 
doing so, they also contribute to human and ecological illness. In 
this article senior editor Jessica Boehland explores the connections 
between hospitals and health and illuminates some strategies to 
improve their performance. 

Integrated Design, USGBC LEED Cascadia 
Chapter 
www.cascadiagbc.org 
 

 

Lessons Learned – The First Years 
Governor’s Green Government Council 
Pennsylvania 
www.gggc.state.pa.us 
 

Introduced by former Director of Homeland Security (then-
Governor of Pennsylvania), this half-hour video-on-CD centers on 
the interactive design approach to the design of two LEED-Certified 
publicly-funded building in Pennsylvania. Free! 
 

Limits to Growth 
Published 1972, Universe Books, 205 pages, 
ISBN 0876639015 
 

A report to the Club of Rome (1972) by Donella Meadows, Dennis 
Meadows, Jorgan Randers, William W. Behrens III 
 

Livestock’s Long Shadow: by H. Steinfield, 
P. Gerber, T. Wassenaar, V. Castel, M. 
Rosales, C. de Haan: 2006 
 

 

Living Building Challenge v1.0, Nov 2006 
http://www.cascadiagbc.org/resources/living
-buildings 
 
 

The Living Building Challenge is attempting to raise the bar and 
define a true measure of sustainability in the built environment, at 
least as far as what is currently possible and given the best 
knowledge available to-date. Projects that achieve this level of 
performance can claim to be the most sustainable in North America 
and not merely less bad. 
 

Living Planet Report 2005 
www.footprintetwork.org 
 

Challenges as to reverse Global trends 

Locate Green Professionals, May 2007 
 

Lists Architects, Designers, Carpenters, Consultants, Contractors, 
Developers, Electricians, Engineers, HVAC/Building Performance 
Contractors and Interior Designers 
 

Mid-Course Correction: Toward a 
Sustainable Enterprise: The Interface Model 
by Ray Anderson 

Written by the founder and CEO of Interface, the world’s largest 
manufacturer of commercial floor coverings, this book is a personal 
account of the task of re-charting the course of a large corporation 
toward sustainability. 
 

Millennium Assessment Findings, 2006 
 

 

MOE Federal Agencies 2006 
http://www.wbdg.org/pdfs/sustainable_mou.
pdf 

Federal Leadership in High Performance and Sustainable Buildings 
Memorandum of Understanding. 
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National Resources Defense Council 
(NRDC) 
www.nrdc.org 
 

One of the most effective and well-respected environmental 
organizations. Their work includes active participation in the 
USGBC and publication of Smart Growth texts. 

Natural Capitalism, Creating the Next 
Industrial Revolution 
by Amory Lovins, Hunter Lovins, and Paul 
Hawken 
© 1999, Little, Brown and Company 
 

An excellent overview of a more sensible paradigm, full of economic 
arguments, and loaded with examples. 

Natural Home and Garden Magazine 
www.naturalhomemagazine.com 
 

Natural Home and Garden is a visually-appealing consumer-
oriented publication, long on image, but less filling. An eco-groovy 
Better Homes and Gardens. 
 

Packard Foundation Sustainability Matrix 
http://www.bnim.com/newsite/pdfs/2002-
Matrix.pdf 
 

 

Places to Intervene in a System 
by Donella Meadows 
 
 

A brilliant and utterly human person, the late Donella Meadows 
was one of the authors of the original Limits to Growth study. This 
short article identifies leverage points. 

Plan B 3.0., Mobilizing to Save Civilization 
by Lester R. Brown 
© 2008 by Earth Policy Institute 
www.earth-policy.org 
 

Lester Brown, the founder of Worldwatch Institute and Earth Policy 
Institute, alerts us with calm precision to the glaring fact of our 
overconsumption of the Earth’s natural capital, and guides us to a 
socially-equitable, sustainable future. 

Rocky Mountain Institute 
www.rmi.org 
 

Founded by genius/pioneer/energy wonk Amory Lovins, Rocky 
Mountain Institute is one of the most widely respected sustainability 
think tanks in the US. 
 

Sustainable Building Industries Council 
(SBIC) 
www.sbicouncil.org 
202-628-7400 
 

“ The foremost national resource for sustainable design and product 
information, SBIC offers professional training, consumer education, 
and energy analysis tools.”  

Sustainable Building Technical Manual, 
Green Building Design, Construction & 
Operation by Public Technology Inc. 
USGBC 
 
 
 

 

USGGC Universities 
 

USGBC MEMBER Colleges and Universities 
 

United States Green Building Council 
1015 18th Street NW, Suite 805 
Washington, DC  20036 
202-828-7422 
www.usgbc.org 
 

The USGBC is the pre-eminent organization in the United States 
working to change the way buildings are designed and built. 
USGBC launched LEED version 1.0 in August 1998, version 2.0 in 
March 2000. 
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Worldwatch Institute 
www.worldwatch.org 
 

A well-respected Washington DC-based organization working 
toward a sustainable future. Worldwatch publishes an annual State 
of the World and annual Vital Signs 
 

 
 

Case Studies 
 
High Performance Buildings Database 
http://www.eere.energy.gov/buildings/datab
ase 
 

Funded by the US Department of Energy through the Energy 
Efficiency and Renewable Energy Building Technologies Program 
(whew!), this is a very comprehensive database of mostly 
commercial buildings. 
 

Green Buildings and the Bottom Line, 
Fourth in a Series of Annual Reports on the 
Green Building Movement, Building 
Construction & Design, November 2006 
http://www.bdcnetwork.com/ 
 

Examines the bottom lineissues of Green Building across a wide 
range of building types, concluding with 10 constructive 
recommendations. 

Making the Business case for high 
performance Green Buildings, USGBC & 
EPA 
https://www.usgbc.org/Docs/Member_Reso
urce_Docs/makingthebusinesscase.pdf 
 
 

In April 2000, the Environment and Public Works Committee of the 
U.S. Senate convened a roundtable of public officials, real estate 
practitioners, academicians and other members of the U.S. Green 
Building Council to educate members of Congress on building 
design trends. The roundtable, the first of its kind in Congress, 
generated a rich dialogue on the environmental impacts of the 
building sector, the economic and health benefits of green building, 
the barriers and opportunities it faces, and the role of the federal 
sector. The committee also invited participants to articulate the 
most important businessreasons for designing and building high 
performance green buildings. 
 

Turner Construction Green Building Survey, 
2005 
http://www.turnerconstruction.com/corporat
e/content.asp?d=5064 
 
 

Turner Construction And The National Building Museum Close 
“ Green”  Conference With Continued Commitment To Green 
Building Industry 

 
 

Green Electricity 
 
Green Mountain Energy, Texas 
http://www.electricitytexas.com/greenmount
ain/index.html?mrc=G-E-
green+mountain+energy+texas 
 

Green Mountain Energy Company was founded on 
the mission to change the way power is made. By 
choosing one of Green Mountain©s 100% 
pollution-free products, you can significantly 

reduce your household©s share of carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions 
and do your part to help protect the environment�  

Commerce Energy 
http://www.greenenergychoice.com/commer
ce-
energy/index.html?mrc=Gcommerce+energ

An independent U.S. electricity marketing company 
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First Choice Power, Texas 
http://www.firstchoicepower.com/ 
 
 

First Choice Power is the affiliated retail electric provider of 
Texas-New Mexico Power. Its traditional customers are in the areas 
served by TNMP in north, south and west Texas 

TXU Energy, Texas 
1-888-834-5616 
www.txu.com 
 

Suppliers of electricity to Residential, Business and Large Businesss 

Green Energy Ohio 
www.greenenergyohio.org 
 

Green Energy Ohio is a nonprofit organization dedicated to 
promoting environmentally and economically sustainable energy 
policies and practices in Ohio 

Green E 
www.green-e.org 

An independent renewable energy certification and verification 
program. Buy renewable energy for your Business or Home. 
Provides certification services. 

 
 

Costs and Financial Benefits 
 
Agriculture Foundation Funding 
Opportunities, June 2002 
www.fdncenter.org 
 
 

List of Foundatons funding opportunities compiled by Seattle 
Regional Office, US Department of Energy. 

A Handbook for Planning and Conducting 
Charettes for High Performance Projects, by 
Gail Lindsay, FAIA, Design Harmony; Joel 
Ann Todd, Environmental Consultant and 
Sheila J. Hayter, NREL; August 2003 
http://www.osti.gov/bridge/product.biblio.js
p?query_id=0&page=0&osti_id=15004461 
 
 

Planning and Conducting Charettes for High Performance projects 

American Council for an Energy Efficient 
Economy ACE3 
http://www.aceee.org/ 
 
 

Green Building Tax Credits 

Costs and Financial Benefits of Green 
Building 
www.cape.com/ewebeditpro/items/O59F348
1.pdf 
 

A 2003 study commissioned by Califormia’s Sustainable Building 
Task Force and funded by the CPUC, this study examined cost data 
from 33 LEED Green Buildings in CA and benefits data from over 
100 Green Buildings nationwide. 

Costing Green 
� � � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � 
 � 
 � � �	 � �� � � � 
 � � � 	 � � �
� � � � � 
 � � � � � � �  
 

A comprehensive cost database and budgeting methodology, July 
2006, by Davis Langdon 

Daylighting and Retail Sales 
http://www.h-m-

In 1999, the Heschong Mahone Group studied the correlation 
between daylight availability and retail sales in a chain of 100+ 
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g.com/projects/daylighting/projects-
PIER.htm 
 

similar stores 
 

Day lighting in Schools 
http://www.h-m-
g.com/projects/daylighting/projects-
PIER.htm 
 

In 1999, the Heschong Mahone Group studied the correlation 
between daylight availability elementary student test scores in three 
school districts. 
 

Environmental Protection Agency, Jan 2002 
Finding Money for your Energy Efficient 
Projects. Article from Energy Star. 
 

A Primer for Public Sector Energy, Facility and Financial 
Managers. 

Examining the Cost of Green 
http://www.davislangdon.com/pdf/USA/200
4ExaminingCostGreen.pdf 
 
 

In 2004, Davis Langdon, a construction services and cost 
consulting firm, compared costs for 45 LEED projects with those 
for 93 conventional projects and found no statistically significant 
cost difference between the two. 
 

Funding Financing Options for Green 
Buildings 
www.fundinggreenbuildings.com 
 
 

The workshops provide a 10-step "roadmap" for optimizing your 
agency©s or your client©s green building-related financing, capital 
campaigns and grant writing strategies 

Greening the Building and the Bottom Line A study published by RMI in 1994 looking at the value of human 
productivity relative to the cost of building and to the cost of 
energy. 
 

US Department of Energy, Funding 
Opportunities related to Building 
Rehabilitation, Energy and the Environment, 
DoE, Spring 2002, compiled by Seattle 
Regional office 
 

Funding opportunities related to Building Rehabilitation, Energy 
and the Environment 

US Department of Energy, Financing 
Energy Efficiency in Buildings 
www.eren.doe.gov/buildings/rebuild 

Guide to aid Rebuild America partnerships that are considering 
investments in energy efficient projects. 
 
 

 
 

Green Computing 
 
http://www.greenercomputing.com/ 
 
 
 

Resources for Environmentally responsible computing. 
 
 
 

 
 

Carbon Emissions 
 
Green Tags USA 
www.greentags.usa.org 
Bonville Enviornmental Foundation 

Green your business, calculate carbon emissions 
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Ski Green 
 
 
 

Green Building Programs 
 
Atlanta, GA 
”EarthCraft House”  
www.atlantahomebuilders.com 
www.southface.org 
404-872-3549 
 

EarthCraft House is a home building program of the Greater 
Atlanta Home Builders Association and managed by Southface 
Energy Institute. 

Austin, TX 
www.ci.austin.tx.us/greenbuilder 
 

Devised by the Center for Maximum Potential Building Systems 
(Max’s Pot) in Austin, TX, Austin’s was the first comprehensive 
green building program to encourage using sustainable building 
techniques in residential, multifamily, commercial and municipal 
construction. Often referred to as the “ granddaddy”  of green 
building programs in the US. LEED Silver is required for municipal 
buildings. 
 

Boulder, CO 
”Green Points”  
Contact: Christine Andersen 
andersen@ci.boulder.co.us 
 

Boulder requires all municipally-funded new construction and 
major addition projects to achieve LEED Silver. The City is 
considering requiring LEED Certification of commercial projects 
or developing a LEED-based incentive system. ” Green Points”  is a 
homebuilder (residential-only) program started 3/97. 
 

Building Inspectors Companion Guide New 
Home Construction, Green Building 
Guidelines, Green Building in Alameda 
County 
www.stopwaste.org 
 
 
 

Companion to the New Homes Green Building Guidelines of 
ACWMA 
 

Build It Green, New Home Construction 
Green  Building Guidelines, December 2005 
http://www.builditgreen.org/newconstructio
nguidelines.pdf 
 
 

These guidelines offer suggestions for conserving natural resources, 
using water and energy wisely, improving indoor air quality, and 
planning for livable and vibrant communities. Building with these 
measures helps to create healthy, durable homes that reduce 
environmental impacts and cost less to operate and maintain. 

Build It Green, New Homes Green Points 
Calculator, Jan 2006 
http://www.builditgreen.org/newhomegreen
pointscalculator2007.xls 
 
 

GreenPoint Rated provides validation from a trusted, independent 
source to support your marketing efforts as a green builder. 
Participating in GreenPoint Rated will help you meet growing 
consumer demand for green homes and outpace your competition 

Built It Green, Single Family Green Point 
Checklist. 
www.builditgreen.org 
 

 

Build It Green, Green Points Inspector 
Qualifications. 
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www.builditgreen.org 
 
 
Clark County 
”Build a Better Clark”  
 

A homebuilder (residential-only) program started 1/99. 

Cook County, IL 
www.cookctyclerk.com/agendas/2001/0206
01/ordinance.htm 
 

Ordinance requires LEED Silver of all new county building 
projects. 

Denver, CO 
”Built Green Colorado”   
www.builtgreen.org 
303-778-1400 
 

A residential-only program, started 12/95, with 30,000 registered 
homes to date, 75% in Denver metro area. 

Earth Craft House Scoring Worksheet 
www.earthcrafthouse.org 
 
 

Sensibly Built for the Environment 

Earth Craft House Tech Guides, 
Certification Process, March 2002 
www.earthdrafthouse.org 
 
 

There are many ways to reduce pollution and the waste of natural 
resources, this illustrate broad design and construction guidelines. 

Frisco, TX 
 

A homebuilder (residential-only) program started 5/01. 

Green Building Inspectors Training, 
Sonoma State University 
www.sonoma.edu 
 
 

Sonoma State Tech Center 

Kansas City, MO 
Build Green 
 

Considering requiring LEED Certification of all public projects. 
Also: Build Green is a residential-only program. 

King and Snohomish Counties, WA 
”Built Green King and Snohomish 
Counties”  
 

A homebuilder (residential-only) program started 10/01. 

King County, WA 
Contact: Theresa Koppang 
206-296-8480 
theresa.koppang@metrokc.gov 
 

Executive Order requires LEED Certification for all public projects 
and encourages application of LEED criteria for all building 
retrofits and tenant improvements. 

Kitsap County, WA 
”Built Green Kitsap County”  
www.kitsaphba.com 
 

A homebuilder (residential-only) program started 2/97. 

LEED Homes v1.4 
http://www.usgbc.org/DisplayPage.aspx?C
MSPageID=147 
 
 

LEED for Homes is a voluntary rating system that promotes the 
design and construction of  high performance "green" homes. A 
green home uses less energy, water, and natural resources; creates 
less waste; and is healthier and more comfortable for the 
occupants. Benefits of a LEED home include lower energy and 
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 water bills; reduced greenhouse gas emissions; and less exposure to 
mold, mildew and other indoor toxins. The net cost of owning a 
LEED home is comparable to that of owning a conventional home 

Los Angeles, CA 
Contact: Deborah Weintraub 
213-847-6370 
dweintra@eng.lacity.org 
 

LEED Certification required for all public works projects over 
7,500 gross sf. 
 

Marin County, CA 
www.co.marin.ca.us/depts/CD/main/comde
v/advance/BEST/index.cfm 
 

Building Energy-Efficient Structures Today (BEST) 
Single Family Dwelling Energy Efficiency Ordinance, adopted in 
October 2002, mandates that new single family homes larger than 
3,500 sf not exceed the energy use of a Title 24-compliant 3,500 sf 
home. The deficit must be made up with energy efficiency measures 
and/or by the use of renewable energy. 
Energy Incentive Program: waives the Title 24 energy fee and 
offers fast-track permit processing to projects that exceed Title 24 
requirements by 20%, or meet checklist criteria, or install on-site 
renewable energy system that produces a minimum of 75% of the 
annual energy use for the building and site. 
 

Minnesota Sustainable Building Guidelines 
v2.0, Sept. 2006 
www.msbg.umn.edu 
 
 

MSBG Version 2.0 contains a number of substantial changes from 
Version 1.1 including a renumbering of most guidelines and new 
features to make documentation easier. As in the last version, all 
projects funded with state bond money since 2004 are required to 
follow B3-MSBG guidelines and submit documentation both to the 
"appropriated agency" (The agency that received the bond funds on 
behalf of the project) and CSBR (at stron081@umn.edu). The 
required documentation is specified in the new 2.0 Version 

National Association of Home Builders 
(NAHB) Guidelines 2006 
www.nahb.org 
 
 

Green home building guidelines. 

New Home Construction Green Building 
Guidelines for Alameda County Waste 
Management Authority, June 2003 
www.stopwaste.org 
 
 
 
 

The Agency is a national leader in pursuing effective solutions that 
reduce the waste of material and other natural resources. The 
Green Building Program area consists of two complementary 
efforts: construction and demolition debris recovery and green 
building promotion. These programs target the 21% of total land 
filled waste contributed by construction and demolition activities�  

New York, NY 
www.ci.nyc.ny.us/html/ddc/home.html 
Contact: John Kreible, 718-391-1223 
kreiblej@ddc.nyc.gov 
 

A Green Building Tax Credit, passed in 2000, establishes a tax 
credit to owners and tenants of hotels, office buildings and 
residential multi-family (20,000 sf min), which meet certain "green" 
standards. The credits are “ …up to $3.75 per sf for interior work 
and $7.50 per sf for exterior work.”  Further, Governor Pataki 
issued an Executive Order in June 2001 encouraging all state 
projects to seek LEED Certification.  
 

Portland, OR 
City of Portland G/Rated 

LEED Certification required for all public projects over 5,000 
gross sf. “ G/Rated”  is a hugely successful commercial and 
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www.green-rated.org 
www.sustainableportland.org 
Contact: Rob Bennett 
 

residential incentive program, offering cash incentives to offset the 
additional costs of certification ($15,000 for LEED Certified, 
$20,000 for LEED Silver) as well as tax credits based on floor area 
and LEED rating. 
 

San Diego, CA 
Contact: Richard Hayes, 858-492-5056 
rhayes@sandiego.gov 
 

LEED Certification required for all public projects. 

San Francisco, CA (City and County of) 
Department of the Environment 
www.sfenvironment.com 
 

Publish a Green Building Materials Resource Guide (adapted from 
the Alameda County Materials Resource Guide). Also, a City 
Projects link on the website. 

San Jose, CA 
http://www.ci.sj.ca.us/esd/GB-HOME.HTM 
Contact: Mary Tucker, 408-277-4111 
mary.tucker@ci.sj.ca.us 
Contact: Darren Bouton, 408-277-4670 
darren.bouton@ci.sj.ca.us 
 
 

LEED Certification required for all municipal projects over 10,000 
gross square feet. San Jose encourages all private projects to follow 
the same principles and practices. 
 

San Mateo County, CA 
Contact: Jill Boone 650-599-1433 
jboone@recycleworks.org 
 

LEED Certification required for public projects. 

Santa Monica, CA 
http://greenbuildings.santa-
monica.org/index.html 

A green building program that addresses commercial, institutional, 
light industrial, and multi-family housing (not single-family 
residential). Developed by an outside consultant, the Guidelines 
have been in place since 1994. 
 

Santa Rosa, CA 
www.ci.santa-
rosa.ca.us/pworks/climate/cli_gr_build.asp 
 
 

City Council recently approved the Implementation Plan for the 
Santa Rosa Green Building Program. Initially, the Plan will be  
a low cost, non-mandatory Green Building Program based on the 
Green Point System. 
 

Seattle, WA 
www.cityofseattle.net/sustainablebuilding 
Contact: Lucia Athens, 206-684-4643 
 

The City’s Sustainable Building Policy was unanimously endorsed 
by the City Council and signed by the Mayor in February, 2000. 
Seattle requires LEED Silver certification of all public projects over 
5,000 gross sf. 
 

State of California 
Contact: Tom Estes CIWMB 
916-341-6000 
testes@ciwmb.CA.gov 
 

Executive Order #D-16-00, signed into law August 2, 2000, 
establishes “ a state sustainable building goal”  requiring that all 
“ state buildings”  be “ models of energy, water, and materials 
efficiency…”  References LEED and set in motion the process of 
adapting LEED for California. 
 

State of Hawaii 
 

A homebuilder (residential-only) program. 

State of Maryland 
www.business.marylandtaxes.com/taxinfo/t
axcredit/greenbldg/default.asp 
 

In October 2001, Maryland adopted LEED Certification for all 
state capital projects over 7,000 gross sf. State offers a green 
building tax credit for commercial projects. 
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State of Massachusetts 
Contact: John DiModica, 617-727-4030 
john.dimodica@dcp.state.ma.us 
 

Massachusetts is considering LEED adoption for all state projects. 
 

State of New Jersey 
Contact: Mark Lohbauer, 609-292-1800 
 

New Jersey Economic Development Authority encourages the use of 
LEED on its $12 billion public school construction program. 
 

State of New York 
www.dec.state.ny.us/website/ppu/grnbldg 
www.gorr.state.ny.us/gorr 
Contact: Craig Kneeland, 518-862-1090 
cek@nyserda.org 
 

Governor Pataki issued an executive order in June 2001 
encouraging, but not requiring, LEED Certification for state 
projects. The State provides a tax credit to commercial 
developments that incorporate specific green strategies. 
 

State of Oregon 
www.arcweb.sos.state.or.us/rules 

Oregon offers a 35% Business Energy Tax Credit for commercial 
development that is tied to LEED Certification level. 
 

State of Pennsylvania 
High Performance Green Building 
Guidelines 
Contact: Paul Ziegler 717-772-5161 
paziegler@state.pa.us 
 

LEED Silver is required in RFP’s for new construction issued by 
the Department of Environmental Protection and Department of 
General Services. A draft bill requiring LEED Certification of state 
projects was released for review in March 2002. 
 

The Living Building Challenge 
http://www.maineusgbc.org/index.php?mod
ule=SimpleNews&func=display&sid=25 
 
 

Denver, Colo. (Nov. 14, 2006) — In its ongoing effort to raise the 
bar and define a true measure of sustainability in the built 
environment, the Cascadia Region Green Building Council issued 
the Living Building Challenge. This evolving set of guidelines, 
designed for building owners, architects engineers and design 
professionals, elevates the criteria for a green building to a level 
that was previously unthinkable. 

 
 
 

Building Manuals and Guidelines 
 
CHPS Best Practices Manual 
www.chps.net/manual 
 

The Collaborative for High-Performance Schools (CHPS) has a 
list of online documents relating to IEQ issues as well as the CHPS 
Best Practices Manual itself. 
  

EBN Vol 12 #10 The Filtration Dilemma 
http://www.buildinggreen.com/articles/Issue
TOC.cfm?Volume=12&Issue=10 
 
 

 

EBN Vol 12 # 10 Air Filtration in Buildings 
http://www.buildinggreen.com/auth/article.c
fm?fileName=121001a.xml 
 

 

Green Building Guidelines, Meeting the 
Demand for Low-Energy, Resource-
Efficient Homes 
http://www.sbicouncil.org/store/gbg.php 

This is the 4th edition, released in 2005. Easy to read, written for 
homebuilders. Published by Sustainable Building Industries 
Council. 
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Green Guide for Health Care 
www.gghc.org 
 

“ Best Practices for Creating High-Performance Healing 
Environments”  is designed in accordance with LEED. 96 total 
credits, 11 prerequisites. Can also be used for schools. 
 

HOK Guidebook to Sustainable Design 
www.hok.com 
 

HOK is a large architectural firm with long involvement in 
sustainable design. This is the second printing. Mostly directed 
toward larger commercial projects. 
 

LEED 2.2 Reference Guide 
by Paladino Consulting 
© 2005, USGBC 
www.usgbc.org 
 

The Bible: the Reference Guide is both a great overview and a 
detailed explanation of the considerations that are central to LEED. 
Currently available as part of the LEED Reference Package for 
$400, $250 for USGBC members, $200 for LEED workshop 
participants. 
 

Minnesota Sustainable Design Guide 
www.sustainabledesignguide.umn.edu 
 

An online design guide. The City of Oakland based their green 
building policy and guidelines on this guide. Includes some good 
case studies. 
 

Mixed Mode Ventilation , May 2000 
 

HVAC meets Mother Nature 

NAHB Green Home Building Guidelines 
www.nahb.org/gbg 
 

The National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) has been 
promoting Green Building for several years. These Guidelines are 
written primarily for mainstream builders of multiple- unit 
developments. 
 

New Home Construction – Green Building 
Guidelines 
Sonoma County Waste Management 
Authority 
www.recyclenow.org 
 

An excellent overview for builders and designers, first developed 
and published by Alameda County Waste Management Agency, now 
re-published by Sonoma County WMA. There is also a companion 
volume for home remodeling. 

New York City’s High Performance 
Building Guidelines 
www.ci.nyc.ny.us/html/ddc/html/ddcgreen/d
ocuments/guidelines.pdf 
 
 

A 146-page design guide, available online. Published by New York 
City’s Department of Design and Construction’s (DDC) Office of 
Sustainable Design (OSD) 

The Sustainable Design Resource Guide 
www.aiacolorado.org/SDRG/home.htm 
 

Assembled by the Denver Chapter of the AIA Committee on the 
Environment (COTE) and the Colorado Chapter of Architects, 
Designers, and Planners for Social Responsibility (ADPSR), this 
Guide, organized according to the CSI 16-division format, is full of 
useful information. Many listings specific to Colorado. 
 

Whole Building Design Guide 
www.wbdg.com 
 

A comprehensive online resource, oriented toward commercial 
construction, presented by a slew of federal agencies 
 

 
 

Site, General 
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Green Urbanism: Learning from European 
Cities, by Timothy Beatley 
© 2000 
 

 

Growing Greener: Putting Conservation into 
Local Plans and Ordinances, by Randall 
Arendt 
©1999, Natural Lands Trust, Island Press 
 

 

Island Press 
www.islandpress.com 
 

Located in Washington, DC and Covelo, CA (!) Island Press has an 
amazing selection of titles in the area of land use, water issues, and 
much more! 
 

Local Government Commission 
www.lgc.org 
 

“ The Local Government Commission (LGC) is a nonprofit, 
membership organization that provides inspiration, technical 
assistance, and networking to local elected officials, city and county 
staff, planners, architects, and community leaders who are 
committed to making their communities more livable, prosperous, 
and resource-efficient.”  
 

Main Street to Miracle Mile, American 
Roadside Architecture 
By Chester H. Liebs 
© 1985, Johns Hopkins University Press 
 

An easy read, this little picture book chronicles the development of 
the typical American town from horse-and-buggy days through the 
present in response to the changing modes of transportation. 

Regenerative Design Techniques, Practical 
Applications in Landscape Design, by Pete 
Melby and Tom Cathcart, © 2002, John 
Wiley and Sons 
www.wiley.com 
 

 

Smart Growth Strategy -- Regional 
Livability Footprint Project 
(November 2002) 
www.abag.ca.gov/planning/smartgrowth 
 

The final report of an effort co-sponsored by the Bay Area’s five 
regional agencies (Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG), 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC), Bay Area Air 
Quality Management District (BAAQMD), Bay Conservation and 
Development commission (BCDC), and Regional Water Quality 
Control Board (RWQCB)) recommending that Smart Growth 
planning principles be adopted by the nine Bay Area counties. 
 

Sustainable Landscape Construction: A 
Guide to Green Building Outdoors, by J. 
William Thompson and Kim Sorvig, © 
2000, Island Press 
 

 

 
 

Alternative fuels, Alternative Transportation 
 
Alternative Fuel Vehicle Program : A Fresh 
look at CNG 
Aug, 2001 

A comparison of Alternative Fuels 

Confronting Today’s Oil Crisi in the US, www.renewableenergyaccess.com 
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Aug, 2007 by Paul Notari of Renewable 
Energy Access 

 

Electric Vehicle Association of the 
Americas 
www.evaa.org 
 

 

EBN: Transportation Planning 
Feb, 1996 
 

It’ s time for Green Design to hit the road 

Fuel Comparison 
 

Excel Spreadsheet 

LEED-ND : USGBC; Congress for the New 
Urbanism, NRDC, Sept 2005 
 
 

 

LEED-ND, 
May 2006 

Understanding the relationship between public health and the built 
environment 
 

Natural Gas Vehicle Coalition 
www.ngvc.org 
 

 

The Electric Auto Association 
www.eaaev.org 
 

A non-profit promoting the use of electric vehicles. 

The National Biodiesel Board 
www.biodiesel.org 
 

Information and inspiration on biodiesel 

www.afdc.doe.gov Alternative Fuels Data Center (not Aid to Families with Dependent 
Children) 
 

www.evworld.com “ The Internet’s most popular portal to the world of ‘green’  
transportation:”  information related to electric vehicles. 
 

 
 

Brownfields 
 
EPA Brownfields Technology Support 
Center 
www.brownfieldstsc.org 
 

Partners in the Center include the U.S. EPA, the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, and the Argonne National Laboratory, among others. 
 

EPA Sustainable Redevelopment of 
Brownfields Program 
www.epa.gov/brownfields 
 

 

 
 

Ecological Restoration 
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Cool Roofs, Living Roofs, Heat Island Effect 
 
California Cool Roofs Program 
www.consumerenergycenter.org/coolroof 
 

A recently-expired State program. Still some good information on 
their site. 

Cool Roof Rating Council 
www.coolroofs.org 
 

 

Lawrence Berkeley Labs’  Heat Island 
Group. Cool Roofing Materials Database. 
www.eetd.lbl.gov/HeatIsland 
 

 
 

www.greenroofs.com An independent clearinghouse for information about vegetated 
roofs. 
 

www.energystar.gov U.S. EPA’s list of Energy Star-compliant low-slope and steep-slope 
roofing materials 
 

 
 

Light Pollution 
 
Illuminating Engineering Society of North 
America 
www.iesna.org 
 

 

International Dark Sky Association 
www.darksky.org 
 

 

Lighting Research Center at Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute 
www.lrc.rpi.edu 
 

 

 
 

Smart Growth, Sprawl, New Urbanism 
 
Better Not Bigger 
by Eben Fodor 
© 1999, New Society Publishers 
 

“ Exposes the myth that growth is an unalloyed good,”  with a lot of 
talk about true infrastructure costs associated with suburban 
development. Also exposes some myths associated with Smart 
Growth. 
 

Center for Livable Communities 
www.lgc.org/center 
 
 

A project of the Local Government Commission (LGC), “ The 
Center for Livable Communities helps local governments and 
community leaders be proactive in their land use and transportation 
planning, and adopt programs and policies that lead to more livable 
and resource-efficient land use patterns.”  
 

Congress for the New Urbanism (CNU) Founded in 1993, CNU is the leading voice for the New Urbanist 
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www.cnu.org 
 

flavor of Smart Growth. 

EBN : Sprawl and Health, 
April 2002 
 

Are Modern land use patterns making us sick? 

EPA: US EPA’s Green Communities 
Program, 
April 1999 
 

 

LEED-ND Core Committee, 
May 2006 
 

Understanding the relationship between Public health and the Built 
environment. Health effects of Sprawl 
 

Making Smart Growth Work, by Douglas R. 
Porter 
©2002, ULI (Urban Land Institute) 
 

 

National Center for Smart Growth 
Education and Research 
www.smartgrowth.umd.edu 
 

Located at the University of Maryland. 

New Urban News 
www.newurbannews.com 
 

Subtitled “ Covering Design & Development of Human-Scale 
Neighborhoods,”  New Urban News is the pre-eminent 
“ …professional newsletter for planners, developers, architects, 
builders, public officials and others who are interested in the 
creation of human-scale communities.”  
 

Putting the Pieces Together, State Actions to 
Encourage Smarth Growth Practices in 
California 
www.uli.org 
 

A report from the Urban Land Institute California Smart Growth 
Initiative’s Statewide Coordination Committee. 

Smart Growth Network 
www.smartgrowth.org 
 

 

Smart Growth Strategy 
Oct, 2002 
 

Regional LivabilityFootprint Project – Shaping the Future of the 
Nine County Bay Area 

Solving Sprawl: Models of Smart Growth in 
Communities Across America by F. Kaid 
Benfield, Jutka Terris, Nancy Vorsanger 
©2001, NRDC (Natural Resources Defense 
Council), Island Press 
 

 

Suburban Nation: The Rise of Sprawl and 
the Decline of the American Dream, by 
Andres Duany, Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk, and 
Jeff Speck 
©2000, North Point Press 
 

 

ULI: (Urban Land Institute) ULI Foundation 
2002 
www.uli.org 

Putting the pieces together; State actions to encourage smart 
growth practices in California 
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Transportation Issues 
 
Energy Laboratory, MIT, 
Oct 2000 
 

On the Road in 2020; A Life Cycle Analysis of New Automobile 
Technologies 

 
 

Site Design, Permaculture, etc. 
 
Introduction to Permaculture A readable intro to Permaculture. 

 
Permaculture, A Designer’s Manual 
by Bill Mollison 
© 1997, Tagari Publications 
 

The Bible of Permaculture.  

The Permaculture Institute of Northern 
California 
www.permacultureinstitute.com 
 

Penny Livingston’s Permaculture Institute is located in Point Reyes 
Station. 

 
 

 LID and Stormwater BMP’s 
 
Bay Friendly Landscape Guidelines, 
 

 
 

Best Management Practices, Field Manual 
on Sediment and Erosion Control for 
Contractors and Inspectors, by Jerald S. 
Fifield, Forester Press 
www.forester.net 
 

 

Better Site Design, A Handbook for 
Changing Development Rules in Your 
Community, Center for Watershed 
Protection 
www.cwp.org 
 

 

Blackberry Creek Watershed Alternative 
Futures Analysis Project 
 

Storm Water Best Management Practices 

Cahill Associates 
www.thcahill.com 
 

Environmental consultants. 

Cahill Associates:  
 

A Porous Pavement Parking lot with infiltration East Whitland 
Township, Pennsylvania 
 

California Stormwater Quality Association  
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www.casqa.org 
 
Center for Watershed Protection 
www.stormwatercenter.net 
 

“ The Stormwater Manager©s Resource Center”  

EBN: Development and Nature, 
Feb 2001 
 

Encouraging Ecosystems where we build 

EPA: Office of Water, Washington D.C., 
Oct 2000 
 

Field Evaluation of Permeable Pavements for Stormwater 
Management 

Land Development Today 
www.landdevelopmenttoday.com 
 

A new periodical for civil engineers and others involved in low-
impact site development with good articles about current trends and 
practices. 
  

Low Impact Development Center 
www.lowimpactdevelopment.org 
 

The Low Impact Development Center is a non-profit group that 
conducts research and training on LID and sustainable stormwater 
management. Resources include publications, internet links 
(including “ Top 10 Internet Resources for Low Impact 
Development,”  and other resources. 

 
Low Impact Development Center 
2005 LID Manual, Jan 2005 
 

Technical Guidance Manual for Puget Sound 

NRDC : Low Impact Development 
 

 

PUGET Sound LID Brochure, 2006 
 

 

Site Development Scorecard, by Richard 
Geib  
(206)684-4165 

 

Society for Ecological Restoration (SER) 
April 2002 
 

The SER Primer on Ecological Restoration 

Soil and Water Conservation Society 
www.swcs.org 
 

Iowa-based Soil and Water Conservation Society (SWCS) is a 
7,000-member nonprofit whose mission is”  to foster the science and 
art of natural resource conservation. Good to know they’ re there. 
 

Sonoma County; City of Santa Rosa and 
Russian River Watershed Association, 
June 2005 
 

Storm Water Best Management Practices for New Development and 
Redevelopment 

Storm Water Management for Construction 
Activities, USEPA Document # 832R92005, 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/water/owrccatalog.n
sf 
 

This is the standard that LEED references. 

Stormwater Best Practice Management 
Practice Handbook, by California 
Stormwater Quality Association 
© 2003 
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www.cabmphandbook.com 
 
Stormwater Managers Resource Center 
www.stormwatercenter.net 
 

With funding from the  EPA, the Center for Watershed Protection 
maintains an excellent site full of manuals, fact sheets, slide shows, 
and more. 

Western Resource Advocates : Executive 
Summary 
 

Smart Water, A Comparative Study of Urban Water Use Across the 
SouthWest 

www.epa.gov/npdes/menuofbmps EPA’s Best Management Practices for Stormwater Management. 
 

 
 

Xeriscaping, native plants, etc. 
 
EBN Natural Landscaping 
July 2005 
 

Native Plants & Planting Strategies for Green Development 

www.water.denver.co.gov/xeriscapeinfo/xer
iscapeframe.html 
 

Denver Water holds the copyright to the term “ xeriscape.”  Their 
website has a good explanation of the seven principles of landscape 
design, with further resources. 
 

North American Native Plant Society 
www.nanps.org 
 

Dedicated to the study, conservation, cultivation and restoration of 
native plants. 

 
 

Water, general 
 
Cadillac Desert – The American West and 
Its Disappearing Water 
by Marc Riesner 
© 1993, Viking Penguin 
 

An exhaustively-researched and well-written tale of Water and 
Politics in the states west of the 100th Meridian. Cadillac Desert 
reveals a subtext to our civilization that is virtually untold and 
unknown. 

Aqueous Solutions 
 

 

Blue Gold: The Fight to Stop the Corporate 
Theft of the World’s Water by Maude 
Barlow and Tony Clarke 
© 2003, The New Press 
 

 
 

California Energy Commission:  
June 2005 

Water EnergyRelationship- Energy implications of Water Use 

California State Water Resources Control 
Board 
www.swrcb.ca.gov 
 

There is probably some very useful information here, but great 
diligence is required to ferret it out. 

Pacific Institute 
www.pacinst.org 
 

One of the best resources for information on water use. 

The Septic System Owner’s Manual 
by Lloyd Kahn, Blair Allen, and Julie Jones 

Written primarily for the homeowner, this book does a great job of 
presenting current principles and practices, but also has good 
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© 2000, Shelter Publications 
www.shelterpub.com 
 

sections on graywater systems, composting toilets, alternative 
systems, and a good bibliography. 
 

US Geological Survey Circular 1200: 
Estimated Use of Water in the United States 
in 1995, by Wayne B. Soley, Robert R. 
Pierce and Howard A. Perlman 
 
 

 

Water Follies: Groundwater Pumping and 
the Fate of America’s Fresh Waters 
By Robert Glennon 
© 2003, Island Press 
 

Robert Glennon focuses on the environmental costs associated with 
aquifer depletion. 

World’s Water 2004-2005, The Biennial 
Report on Freshwater Resources, by Peter 
H. Gliek, © 2004, Island Press 
 

Produced biennially, The World’s Water provides a global look at 
the state of the world’s supply of freshwater. The author is the 
president of Oakland-based Pacific Institute for Studies in 
Development, Environment, and Security. 
 

 
 

Rainwater Harvesting 
 
Rainwater Harvesting and Purification 
System 
www.ersson.sustainabilitylane.com/rainwatr
.htm 
 

A simple nuts-and-bolts narrative with pictures and diagrams of a 
simple, low-cost rainwater catchment system installed on a 
residence in Portland, OR in 1996 
 

Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI): 21st 
Century Water Systems 

Scenarios, Visions and Drivers 

Rocky Mountain Institute: North Central 
Arizona Water Demand Study,  
June 2002 

 

Rocky Mountain Institute: Water Efficiency, 
1998 

The Next Generation 

Russian River Watershed. JPG & Mopojpg  
SER Restoration Primer 
 

 

Texas Manual on Rainwater Harvesting 
http://www.twdb.state.tx.us/publications/rep
orts/RainwaterHarvestingManual_3rdedition
.pdf 
 

Revised in 2005, this 88-page manual is a free download. 
 

 

Stormwater 
 
Blackberry Creek Watershed Alternative 
Futures Analysis Project 
 
 

Sample Stormwater Best Management Practices 
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EPA: Stormwater and the Construction 
Industry 
www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater 
 
 

Planning and Implementing Erosion and Sediment Control 
Practices 
 

Sierra Club: Building Better II: , 
Nov 2006 
www.sierraclub.org 
 

A Guide to America’s Best New Development Projects 

Trends in Water Use 1950-1995  
 
 

Wastewater (alternative practices) 
 
Constructed Wetlands in the Sustainable 
Landscape, by Craig Campbell and Michael 
Ogden, John Wiley and Sons 
www.wiley.com 
 

 

Constructed Wetlands in East Texas: 
Design, Permitting, Construction, and 
Operations, volumes 1-4 
Texas Natural Resource Conservation 
Commission and the US EPA 
 

Volume 1 describes current practices for single-family systems with 
flows up to 500 GPD. Volume 4 is a guide to plants suitable for use 
in constructed wetlands. Available from National Small Flows 
Clearinghouse. 

National Small Flows Clearinghouse 
(NSFC) Wastewater Products Catalog 
http://www.nesc.wvu.edu/nsfc/pdf/NSFC%2
0Products%20Catalog/NSFCProdCatlg-
2003.pdf 
 

Publishers of Small Flows Quarterly, NFSC publishes a wide range 
of design manuals, videotapes, topical case studies, computer 
software, fact sheets, newsletters, and other materials on subjects 
related to wastewater. Some of the best information about 
constructed wetlands. 

Natural Decentralization Water Resources 
Capacity and Community Decision-making 
for Decentralized Wastewater Systems 

Case Studies of Economic Analysis and Community Decision-
making for Decentralized Wastewater Systems 
 

Texas Guide to Rainwater Harvesting 
by the Texas Water Development Board and 
the Center for Maximum Potential Building 
Systems 
Texas Water Development Board 
512-463-7847 
www.twdb.state.tx.us 
 

Concise and useful guide to the collection and safe use of 
rainwater. Available as a PDF file at 
www.twdb.state.tx.us/publications/reports/RainHarv.pdf 
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The Composting Toilet System Book 
by David Del Porto and Carol Steinfeld 
© 1997, Center for Ecological Pollution 
Prevention 
www.ecological-engineering.com 
 

This book is subtitled: “ A practical guide to choosing, planning, 
and maintaining composting toilet systems, an alternative to sewer 
and septic systems.”  Also has good information about septic-sewer 
alternatives. 

The Septic System Owner’s Manual 
by Lloyd Kahn, Blair Allen, and Julie Jones 
© 2000, Shelter Publications 
www.shelterpub.com 
 

Written primarily for the homeowner, this book does a great job of 
making clear current principles and practices, but also has good 
sections on graywater sytems, composting toilets, alternative 
systems, and a good bibliography. 
 

 
 

Energy and Atmosphere, general 
 
Better Bricks 
www.betterbricks.com 
 

A Northwest consultancy, BetterBricks provides a good range of 
online information on energy efficiency as well as other aspects of 
Green Building. 
 

Architecture 2030 
www.architecture2030.org 
 

An effort initiated by architect Edward Mazria to get all of our 
buildings “ carbon-neutral”  by the year 2030. 
 

California Air Resources Board 
www.arb.ca.gov 
 

Not an easily-navigable site, but there it is nonetheless. 

Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 
Network (EREN) 
www.sustainable.doe.gov 
 

A project of the US Department of Energy, EREN has a wealth of 
Green Building information.  

Energy Efficient Building Association 
(EEBA) 
www.eeba.org 
 

“ The Energy & Environmental Building Association (EEBA) is an 
international, membership-based organization providing the 
building industry with the most comprehensive educational products 
and services for improved building performance.”  
 

If You Love This Planet 
by Dr. Helen Caldicott 

Written by a physician and one of the most outspoken early critics 
of nuclear weapons, this book is an overview of the ways in which 
humans are affecting the life of the planet -- and which in turn affect 
humans. Good explanations about greenhouse gases and global 
warming. 
 

International Council for Local 
Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) 
www.iclei.org 
 

Launched in 1990 at the World Congress of Local Governments for 
a Sustainable Future, ICLEI is an international association of local 
governments working toward tangible improvements in global 
sustainability. All the cities in Sonoma County are now members of 
ICLEI. 
 

Other Homes and Garbage, 
Designs for self-sufficient living 
By Gil Masters 
 

Published in 1975, this out-of-print classic discusses many of the 
topics central to ecological design, including energy issues.  

Pacific Energy Center (PEC) 
951 Howard Street 

Funded largely by the CPUC, the Pacific Energy Center hosts 
lectures, classes, and events (topics include architectural design, 
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San Francicso, CA 
www.pge.com/pec 
415-973-7268 
 

HVAC, lighting, whole building performance, etc.). The PEC co-
hosts (with ADPSR) a Green Products Showcase every October. 

PGE: Savings By Design: 
(http://www.pge.com/biz/energy_tools_reso
urces/savings_by_design/)  

Savings by Design is a statewide program administered by 
California©s four investor owned utilities under the auspices of the 
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) for commercial, 
industrial and agricultural customers that encourages energy. 
 

US Global Change Research Information 
Office 
www.gcrio.org 
 

US GCRIO disseminates scientific information useful in  
preventing, mitigating, or adapting to the effects of global climate 
change. 
 

 
 

Appliances 
 
American Council for an Energy Efficient 
Economy 
www.aceee.org 
 

Website contains facts sheets and listings of the most energy-
efficient home appliances. 

Energy Star 
www.energystar.gov 
 

US EPA’s program that identifies and promotes energy-efficient 
appliances, products, (and buildings). 
 

Greener Choices 
www.greenerchoices.org 
 

Greener Choices is a project of the Consumer Reports, the well-
respected non-profit magazine. The website features clearly-
presented ratings of energy-efficient appliances. Also has sections 
on autos, home and garden, electronics, and food. 
 

 
 

Bioclimatic Design 
 
Western Regional Climate Center 
www.wrcc.dri.edu 
 

Degree day data. 
 

 
 

Climate Change 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Commissioning 
 
Bonneville Power Administration Building 
Commissioning Guidelines 
www.bpa.gov 
 

A website detailing effective building commissioning guidelines. 
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Portland Energy Conservation 
www.peci.org 
 

Portland Energy Conservation, Inc. is a well-established leader in 
the field of building commissioning. 

 
 

Daylighting 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Energy Efficiency 
 
American Council for an Energy Efficient 
Economy 
www.aceee.org 
 

A non-profit dedicated to advancing energy efficiency as a means of 
promoting economic prosperity and environmental protection. 
 

 
 

Energy Modeling Tools: 
 
DOE-2 
www.doe2.com 
 

DOE-2 is a widely used building energy analysis program that can 
be used for all types of buildings. 
 

Energy-10 software 
www.nrel.gov/buildings/energy10 
www.sbicouncil.org/enTen/index.html 
 

Produced through a partnership of SBIC, NREL, Lawrence 
Berkeley National Labs, and Berkeley Solar Group, with support 
from US DOE, Energy-10 is a simple and relatively user-friendly 
energy simulation program best suited for  small (10,000 sf and 
less) commercial and residential building with one or two zones. 
 

EnergyPro 
www.energysoft.com 
 

A user-friendly software program for CA Title-24 Energy 
Compliance and energy modeling, both residential and commercial. 

e-QUEST 
www.doe2.com/equest 
 
 

“ …a building energy simulation tool comprehensive enough to be 
useful to ALL design team members, yet so intuitive ANY design 
team member could use it.”  Not widely used. 
 

HEED 
www.aud.ucla.edu/heed 
 
 

Home Energy Efficient Design, or HEED, is another software tool 
for evaluating energy design, but directed at residential buildings. 
Available for free download. Good user interface, but limited. 
 

 
 

Glazing 
 
www.efficientwindows.com 
 

 
 

National Fenestration Rating Council 
www.nfrc.org 
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HVAC 
 
EPA’s List of Substitutes for Ozone-
Depleting Substances 
www.epa.gov/ozone/snap 
 

 
 

 
 

Insulation 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Lighting 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Renewable energy 
 
American Solar Energy Society 
www.ases.org 
 

 

American Wind Energy Association 
www.awea.org 
 

 

CEC Consumer Energy Center 
www.consumerenergycenter.org 
 

California Energy Commission’s Consumer Energy Center has a 
vast amount of information, not just for California customers. 

Home Energy magazine 
www.homeenergy.org 
 
 

 
 

Home Power 
www.homepower.org 
800-707-6585 
 

 

National Renewable Energy Lab 
www.nrel.gov 
 

Funded through the Department of Energy, the NREL in Golden, 
CO is the national lab most heavily committed to renewable energy. 
Their website is a gold mine of information. 
 

 
 

Materials and Resources, general 
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Blue Vinyl 
Produced by Judith Helfand and Daniel 
Gold 
www.bluevinyl.org 
 

An award-winning expose of the hazards of PVC (“ the poison 
plastic” ) that is both chilling and darkly humorous. Very well done 
and highly-recommended. 
 

Building With Vision 
Optimizing and Finding Alternatives 
 To Wood 
© 2001, Watershed Media 
 

A well-designed and neatly-presented little book describing current 
wood use practices and a wide range of alternatives, including 
steel-framing, SIPS, rammed earth, straw-bale, straw-clay, and 
others. 

Building with Structural Insulated Panels, 
August 2006 JLC, Gary Puch 
 

Alternative Building Concepts 

California Integrated Waste Management 
Board 
www.ciwmb.ca.gov 
 

CIWMB has information on the recycled content of construction 
materials. 
 

Cathedral Ceilings, Applegate Insulation 
Manufacturing Inc. 
 

How to Insulate Cathedral Ceilings Properly by Aaron Applegate 

Controlling Mold & Mildew 
http://www.apawood.org/pdfs/managed/A52
5.pdf 
 
 

Build A Better Home 

DoE, Houses that Work, Building America 
http://www.eere.energy.gov/buildings/buildi
ng_america/ 
 
 

Introduction to Building Systems Performance 

EBN: Moisture control in Buildings 
http://www.buildinggreen.com/auth/article.c
fm?fileName=120701a.xml 
 
 

“ Excess moisture is at the center of many problems relating to 
durability and indoor air quality—not just in homes but in all types 
of buildings in a wide range of climates”  

EBN, Oct 1997 
 

Non-ozone depleting foam sealants 

EBN, Structure as Finish, March 2000 
 

The Pros and Cons of leaving off layers 

EBN, Interior Finish Systems, Nov 2000 
 

Judging a Building by it’ s Inside Cover 

EBN, June 2003 
 

Eco-intelligent Fabrics fo r Commercial Interiors 

EBN, Nov 2003 Case Systems Switches to Straw-based Particleboard 

EBN, June 1997 New Life for Old Carpets 

EBN, Oct 1998 
 

Linoleum, The All Natural Flooring Alternative 

EBN, May 2003 Floorcoverings- including maintenance in the euqation 



United States Green Building Council, Redwood Empire Chapter  
Green Building Resource List 2006 
 
Page 42 of 55 

© 2008 Pete Gang 

EBN, July/August 2002 Revisiting Rigid Foam Insulation and Ozone 

EBN, Jan 2005 Insulation, Thermal performance is just the beginning 

EBN, Jan/Feb 1995 Insulation Materials, Environmental Comprirsons 

EERE, (Energy Efficiency and Renewable 
Energy) June 2006 

A Consumes Guide to EnergyEfficiency and Renewable Energy: 
Types of insulation 

Ecological Architectural Resource Guide 
last updated 9/29/99 
edited by David Kibbey 
published by ADPSR 
PO Box 9126 
Berkeley, CA  94709-0126 
510-273-2428 
www.adpsr-norcal.com 
 

Like GreenSpec, this is a great resource for architects, designers 
and others sourcing green building materials. Organized in the 16-
division CSI format, and contains brief, informative overviews of 
the issues in each category. Somewhat more relevant to us here on 
the West Coast, though in need of an update. 

Efficient Wood Use in Residential 
Construction 
by Ann Edminster and Sammi Yassa 
© 1998 by NRDC 
www.nrdc.org 
 

Subtitled “ A practical guide to saving wood, money, and forests,”  
this well-researched booklet has sections on SIPS, OVE, certified 
and reclaimed wood, jobsite waste reduction, and detailing for 
durability. 

EPA 
http://www.buildinggreen.com/auth/article.c
fm?fileName=140201a.xml 
 

Recycled Content Procurement Guide 

Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
www.fscus.org 
 

“ Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) is a non-profit organization 
devoted to encouraging the responsible management of the world’s 
forests.”  FSC is the only player in the certified wood game that 
emerges from years in business with its reputation unsullied, its 
honor intact. FSC is the only certified wood recognized by LEED. 
 

Green Resource Center 
www.greenresourcecenter.org 

A spin-off of ADPSR, The Green Resource Center is “ the central 
hub for information on green building in the San Francisco Bay 
Area.”  It is currently funded by CIWMB and the City of Berkeley. 
 

GreenSpec Directory 
by the Editors of Environmental Building 
News 
© 2001 (2nd Edition) 
www.buildinggreen.com 
 

A great resource for architects, designers and others looking for 
green building materials. Organized in the 16-division CSI format. 

Insulation Sheatings: Insulation Sheatings & 
Vapor Retarders 
 

 

Moisture Properties of Plaster & Stucco for 
Strawbale Buildings by John Straube of 
Research Highlights, Issue 00-132 CMHC 
&SCHL 
http://www.ecobuildnetwork.org/pdfs/Strau
be_Moisture_Tests.pdf 

“This report is a draft summary of the results of the moisture 
property testing of a range of plaster types that might be installed 
over strawbale walls. It reviews the literature for previous data, 
describes the test protocols, and summarizes the results.“  
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NCC USGBC, July 24 2003 
 

Life Cycle Thinking Sub Committee 

Sonomax 
www.recyclenow.org/sonomax 
707-527-3375 

Sonoma County Waste Management Agency runs a program called 
SonoMax, a free service helping local businesses find reuse and 
recycling opportunities for materials typically discarded, such as 
empty containers or manufacturing by-products. They publish a 
quarterly flier of ‘Available Materials’  and ‘Wanted Materials,’  
which is also available online. 
 

 
 

Alternative, Ecological, and Natural 
 
Alternative Construction: Contemporary 
Natural Building Methods 
Lynne Elizabeth and Cassandra Adams, 
editors 
© 2000, John Wiley and Sons 
 

A great overview of natural building techniques, in textbook format, 
but readable and useful. 

Building with Earth, A Handbook 
by John Norton 
© 1997, Intermediate Technology 
Publications 
 

Great overview of earth-based construction, with some good, clear 
explanations of simple tests for clay content in soil. 

California Straw Building Association 
(CASBA) 
www.strawbuilding.org 
 

Founded in 1997, CASBA is an all-volunteer state-wide 
organization promoting the use of straw as a building material. 
Semi-annual meetings, occasional classes. 

Chelsea Green Publishing Co. 
www.chelseagreen.com 
 

Based in Vermont, Chelsea Green Publishing Company offers a 
great selection of titles on Green Building, Ecological Design, 
Farming and Gardening, Environmental Studies, and much more… 
 

Ecological Building Network 
www.ecobuildnetwork.org 
 

Structural engineer Bruce King founded EBNet in order to make 
information about ecological building materials available to the 
design, building, and engineering communities. 
 

The Hand-Sculpted House 
By Ianto Evans, Michael Smith, and Linda 
Smiley 
© 2002 , Chelsea Green 
 

Though ostensibly about the design and building of small cob 
houses, this is a gem of a book, full of valuable design wisdom 
applicable to all building systems. 

The Last Straw (The International Journal of 
Straw Bale and Natural Building) 
www.strawhomes.com 
 

The one and only publication devoted to straw bale construction 
and other forms of natural building. Contains some very thoughtful 
and well-researched articles (as well as a few of the other kind.) 

The Rammed Earth House 
by David Easton with Cynthia Wright 
©1996, Chelsea Green 
 

The book about modern rammed-earth construction, written by the 
guy who single-handedly introduced the technique to the United 
States in the late 70’s. 

The Straw Bale House This is the classic book about straw-bale construction, the one that 
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by Athena and Bill Steen, David Bainbridge, 
David Eisenberg 
© 1994, Chelsea Green 
 

launched the current world-wide revival of straw-bale building. 

 
 

Materials Selection Criteria 
 
Building Green: Material Selection 
Checklist Applied to siding 
 

www.buildinggreen.org 

 
EBN: Building Materials 
Jan, 2005 revised 
 

 
What makes a product Green? 

EBN : Materials Selection 
Jan, 1997 
 

Tools, resources and techniques for choosing Green 
 

Green California 
 

Environmentally Preferable Purchasing 
 

PHAROS : The Pharos Lens,  
Jan, 2007 
 

Signaling the Future of material selection 

Sustainable Design Guidelines, Oct 2004 
 

Based upon the principles of the Natural Step 
 

 
 

Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) Tools 
 
Athena Environmental Impact Estimator 
www.athenasmi.ca/ 
 
 

Produced by the Athena Sustainable Materials Institute, Athena is 
the other LCA software tool. A demo version of their LCA tool is 
available for free download. (Full price for the previous version 
was $390). 

 

Building for Environmental and Economic 
Sustainability (BEES) 
National Institute of Standards and 
Technology (NIST) 
www.bfrl.nist.gov/oae/software/bees.html 
 

BEES 3.0 is a government-funded free life-cycle assessment (LCA) 
software tool for product-to-product comparison. Complex but/and 
very useful. 

 

 
 

 

CORRIM Fact Sheet: 
 
August 2004 

CORRIM report on Environmental Performance Measures for 
Renewable Building Materials 

EBN Life Cycle Assessment for Buildings 
March 2002 
 

Seeking the Holy Grail 
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EBN BEES 3.0 
December 2002 
 

LCA Software makes a quantum leap 

 

Energy and Environment in Residential 
Construction, by Canadian Wood Council 
 

 

 
FPS Lifecycle of Materials : Forest Products 
Life Cycle, June 2004 Vol 54, #6 
 

Environmental performance of renewable building materials 

 
Home LCA : Life Cycle Analysis of a 
Residential Home in Michigan by Stephen 
Blanchard, Peter Peppe, Sept 1998 
 

 

 
ICEB (5th International Conference on 
Ecobalances) Nov, 2002  

Environmental Performance Indicators and Application of Life 
Cycle thinking to Product Development and Corporate 
Management 

 

 
International Journal of Applied Science and 
Engineering, March 2003 
 
 

Environmental and Energy Considerations in two selected SC and 
RC School Buildings in Taiwan 

Study indicates wood is most “Green”  
Building Material, September 2004 by 
David Strauth 

FPS Lifecycle of Materials 

 

 
Whole Building Design Guide (WBDG) 
 

 

 
World Source Foundation : Life Cycle 
Analysis and Assessment 
 

Life Cycle Cost Analysis by Sieglinde Fuller, NIST (National 
Institute of Standards and Technology) 

 
 

Indoor Environmental Quality (IEQ) 
 
American Lung Association Health House 
www.healthhouse.org 
 

The American Lung Association Health House website contains 
interesting information targeted toward homebuyers including one 
called “ Top Ten Questions to Ask Your Builder (When Building a 
New Home).”  

Body Burden 
http://www.ewg.org/reports/bodyburden/es.
php 
 

The Environmental Working Group’s Body Burden report online. 
Well-presented and absolutely terrifying! 

California Department of Health Services 
www.cal-iaq.org/iaqsheet.htm 

The California Department of Health Services (CDHS) 
comprehensive offering of “ Infosheets”  and links to other IEQ-
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 related websites. 
 

California Section 01350 
 

A variety of programs (including CHPS, CRI’s Green Label Plus, 
and others  uses the CA 01350 testing protocol to measure the 
actual levels of individual VOC’s emitted from materials. 
 

CHPS Low-emitting Materials 
www.chps.net/manual/lem_table.htm 
 

The Collaborative for High Performance Schools (CHPS) lists 
products that have been certified as low-emitting materials. The list 
includes adhesives, sealants, acoustic ceilings, resilient flooring, 
carpet, and others. 
  

Environmental Health Center 
www.nsc.org/ehc/indoor/iaq.htm 
 

The Environmental Health Center, a project of the National Safety 
Council, has online Fact Sheets and other Educational Materials. 
 

EPA’s Indoor Air Quality website 
www.epa.gov/iaq 
 
 

The Federal EPA’s Indoor Air Quality website contains a wealth of 
information including "The Inside Story: A Guide to Indoor Air 
Quality," IAQ Design Tools for Schools, a link to their software tool 
called “ Indoor Air Quality Education and Assessment Guidance (I-
BEAM),”  “ Build Radon Out,”  and more. 
 

EPA’s Build Radon Out 
http://www.epa.gov/radon/construc.html 
 
 

A Step by Step Guide on How to Build Radon-Resistant Homes 

Green Seal 
www.greenseal.org 
 

Green Seal is an independent, non-profit that lists paints and 
coatings that meet the Green Seal VOC content standards and do 
not contain a certain excluded chemicals. 
 

Greenguard Environmental Institute 
www.greenguard.org 
 
 

Greenguard Environmental Institute is an independent, non-profit 
organization that oversees the Greenguard Certification Program 
for Low Emitting Products. 
 

GreenLabel Plus 
www.carpet-rug.com/news/040614_glp.cfm 
 

The Carpet and Rug Institute certify that carpets and adhesives 
meet California’s 01350 VOC requirements. 
 

Health Effects and Human Productivity, 
March 2003, US EPA Region III 
http://www.epa.gov/greenbuilding/ 
 

Health Benefits of Green Building 

Healthy Building Network 
www.healthybuilding.net 
 

Healthy Building Network is a non-profit that conducts research, 
consults, and disseminates information on IEQ issues. 

Healthy House Institute 
www.hhinst.com 
 

John Bower, author of Understanding Ventilation, How to Design, 
Select, and Install Residential Ventilation Systems and Healthy 
House Building for the New Millenium, is proprietor of the Healthy 
House Institute. Website says they will be closing “ as soon as our 
current inventory is depleted,”  which might be soon. 
 

Lawrence Berkeley National Lab 
www.eetd.lbl.gov/IE.html 
 
 

Lawrence Berkeley National Lab’s Environmental Energy 
Technologies Division’s Indoor Environment Department (whew!) 
website has some interesting links and other information. 
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Post Occupancy Evaluation 
www.postoccupancyevaluation.com 
 

A private firm specializing in Post Occupancy Evaluations, or 
POE’s. “ Managing the relationships between buildings and 
people.”  
 

Teleosis Institute 
www.teleosis.org 
 

“ Health Care professionals in service of the global environment, 
the Teleosis Institute is devoted to developing effective, sustainable 
health care provided by professionals who serve as environmental 
stewards.”  
Visually appealing, user- accessible website. 
 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/pubs/iaq.html 
 

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission has a large number 
online Indoor Air Quality Publications. 
 

UC-Berkeley’s Center for the Built 
Environment 
www.cbe.berkeley.edu 
 

UC-Berkeley’s Center for the Built Environment has an online 
Occupant IEQ (Satisfaction) Survey that allows building owners, 
designers, and others to gauge the sentiments of the occupants of 
Green buildings. 170 buildings surveyed to date.  
 

www.designcommunity.com 
 

 

 
 

Green Building Programs, Commercial and Residential: 
A survey of Green Building Programs around the United States. Another listing can be found at the USGBC website 
www.usgbc.org under the Resources tab. 
 
 
Albuquerque, NM 
Green Builder Program 
 

 

Arlington, VA 
Contact: Joan Kelsch, 703-228-3599 

All applications for commercial projects must include a LEED 
scorecard regardless of whether or not the project intends to seek 
LEED certification. Commercial projects earning LEED Silver (or 
higher) may develop at higher densities than otherwise allowed. 
 

Atlanta, GA 
”EarthCraft House”  
www.atlantahomebuilders.com 
www.southface.org 
404-872-3549 
 

EarthCraft House is a home building program of the Greater 
Atlanta Home Builders Association and managed by Southface 
Energy Institute. 

Austin, TX 
www.ci.austin.tx.us/greenbuilder 
 

Devised by the Center for Maximum Potential Building Systems 
(Max’s Pot) in Austin, TX, Austin’s was the first comprehensive 
green building program to encourage using sustainable building 
techniques in residential, multifamily, commercial and municipal 
construction. Often referred to as the “ granddaddy”  of green 
building programs in the US. LEED Silver is required for municipal 
buildings. 
 

Boulder, CO 
”Green Points”  

Boulder requires all municipally-funded new construction and major 
addition projects to achieve LEED Silver. The City is considering 
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Contact: Christine Andersen 
andersen@ci.boulder.co.us 
 

requiring LEED Certification of commercial projects or developing 
a LEED-based incentive system. ” Green Points”  is a homebuilder 
(residential-only) program started 3/97. 
 

Chula Vista, CA 
 

 

Clark County 
”Build a Better Clark”  
 

A homebuilder (residential-only) program started 1/99. 

Cook County, IL 
www.cookctyclerk.com/agendas/2001/020
601/ordinance.htm 
 

Ordinance requires LEED Silver of all new county building projects. 

Denver, CO 
”Built Green Colorado”   
www.builtgreen.org 
303-778-1400 
 

A homebuilder (residential-only) program, started 12/95, claims to 
be the largest in the US. 

Fremont, CA 
 

 

Frisco, TX 
 

A homebuilder (residential-only) program started 5/01. 

Kansas City, MO 
Build Green 
 

Considering requiring LEED Certification of all public projects. 
Also: Build Green is a residential-only program. 

King and Snohomish Counties, WA 
”Built Green King and Snohomish 
Counties”  
 

A homebuilder (residential-only) program started 10/01. 

King County, WA 
Contact: Theresa Koppang 
206-296-8480 
theresa.koppang@metrokc.gov 
 

Executive Order requires LEED Certification for all public projects 
and encourages application of LEED criteria for all building 
retrofits and tenant improvements. 

Kitsap County, WA 
”Built Green Kitsap County”  
www.kitsaphba.com 
 

A homebuilder (residential-only) program started 2/97. 

Long Beach, CA 
 

 

Los Angeles, CA 
Contact: Deborah Weintraub 
213-847-6370 
dweintra@eng.lacity.org 
 

LEED Certification required for all public works projects over 7,500 
gross sf. 
 

Marin County, CA 
www.co.marin.ca.us/depts/CD/main/comd
ev/advance/BEST/index.cfm 
 

Building Energy-Efficient Structures Today (BEST) 
Single Family Dwelling Energy Efficiency Ordinance, adopted in 
October 2002, mandates that new single family homes larger than 
3,500 sf not exceed the energy use of a Title 24-compliant 3,500 sf 
home. The deficit must be made up with energy efficiency measures 
and/or by the use of renewable energy. 
Energy Incentive Program: waives the Title 24 energy fee and offers 
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fast-track permit processing to projects that exceed Title 24 
requirements by 20%, or meet checklist criteria, or install on-site 
renewable energy system that produces a minimum of 75% of the 
annual energy use for the building and site. 
 

New York, NY 
www.ci.nyc.ny.us/html/ddc/home.html 
Contact: John Kreible, 718-391-1223 
kreiblej@ddc.nyc.gov 
 

A Green Building Tax Credit, passed in 2000, establishes a tax 
credit to owners and tenants of hotels, office buildings and 
residential multi-family (20,000 sf min), which meet certain "green" 
standards. The credits are “ …up to $3.75 per sf for interior work 
and $7.50 per sf for exterior work.”  Further, Governor Pataki 
issued an Executive Order in June 2001 encouraging all state 
projects to seek LEED Certification.  
 

Oakland, CA 
www.oaklandpw.com/greenbuilding 
 

 

Phildelphia, PA 
 

 
 

Portland, OR 
City of Portland G/Rated 
www.green-rated.org 
www.sustainableportland.org 
Contact: Rob Bennett 
 

LEED Certification required for all public projects over 5,000 gross 
sf. “ G/Rated”  is a hugely successful commercial and residential 
incentive program, offering cash incentives to offset the additional 
costs of certification ($15,000 for LEED Certified, $20,000 for 
LEED Silver) as well as tax credits based on floor area and LEED 
rating. 
 

San Diego, CA 
Contact: Richard Hayes, 858-492-5056 
rhayes@sandiego.gov 
 

LEED Certification required for all public projects. 

San Francisco, CA (City and County of) 
Department of the Environment 
www.sfenvironment.com 
 

Publish a Green Building Materials Resource Guide (adapted from 
the Alameda County Materials Resource Guide). Also, a City 
Projects link on the website. 

San Jose, CA 
http://www.ci.sj.ca.us/esd/GB-
HOME.HTM 
Contact: Mary Tucker, 408-277-4111 
mary.tucker@ci.sj.ca.us 
Contact: Darren Bouton, 408-277-4670 
darren.bouton@ci.sj.ca.us 
 
 

LEED Certification required for all municipal projects over 10,000 
gross square feet. San Jose encourages all private projects to follow 
the same principles and practices. 
 

San Mateo County, CA 
Contact: Jill Boone 650-599-1433 
jboone@recycleworks.org 
 

LEED Certification required for public projects. 

Santa Barbara, CA 
 

 

Santa Monica, CA 
http://greenbuildings.santa-
monica.org/index.html 

A green building program that addresses commercial, institutional, 
light industrial, and multi-family housing (not single-family 
residential). Developed by an outside consultant, the Guidelines 
have been in place since 1994. 
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Santa Rosa, CA 
www.ci.santa-
rosa.ca.us/pworks/climate/cli_gr_build.asp 
 
 

City Council recently approved the Implementation Plan for the 
Santa Rosa Green Building Program. Initially, the Plan will be  
a low cost, non-mandatory Green Building Program based on the 
Green Point System. 
 

Seattle, WA 
www.cityofseattle.net/sustainablebuilding 
Contact: Lucia Athens, 206-684-4643 
 

The City’s Sustainable Building Policy was unanimously endorsed 
by the City Council and signed by the Mayor in February, 2000. 
Seattle requires LEED Silver certification of all public projects over 
5,000 gross sf. 
 

State of California 
Contact: Tom Estes CIWMB 
916-341-6000 
testes@ciwmb.CA.gov 
 

Executive Order #D-16-00, signed into law August 2, 2000, 
establishes “ a state sustainable building goal”  requiring that all 
“ state buildings”  be “ models of energy, water, and materials 
efficiency…”  References LEED and set in motion the process of 
adapting LEED for California. 
 

State of Hawaii 
 

A homebuilder (residential-only) program. 

State of Maryland 
www.business.marylandtaxes.com/taxinfo/
taxcredit/greenbldg/default.asp 
 

In October 2001, Maryland adopted LEED Certification for all state 
capital projects over 7,000 gross sf. State offers a green building tax 
credit for commercial projects. 

State of Massachusetts 
Contact: John DiModica, 617-727-4030 
john.dimodica@dcp.state.ma.us 
 

Massachusetts is considering LEED adoption for all state projects. 
 

State of New Jersey 
Contact: Mark Lohbauer, 609-292-1800 
 

New Jersey Economic Development Authority encourages the use of 
LEED on its $12 billion public school construction program. 
 

State of New York 
www.dec.state.ny.us/website/ppu/grnbldg 
www.gorr.state.ny.us/gorr 
Contact: Craig Kneeland, 518-862-1090 
cek@nyserda.org 
 

Governor Pataki issued an executive order in June 2001 
encouraging, but not requiring, LEED Certification for state 
projects. The State provides a tax credit to commercial developments 
that incorporate specific green strategies. 
 

State of Oregon 
www.arcweb.sos.state.or.us/rules 

Oregon offers a 35% Business Energy Tax Credit for commercial 
development that is tied to LEED Certification level. 
 

State of Pennsylvania 
High Performance Green Building 
Guidelines 
Contact: Paul Ziegler 717-772-5161 
paziegler@state.pa.us 
 

LEED Silver is required in RFP’s for new construction issued by the 
Department of Environmental Protection and Department of 
General Services. A draft bill requiring LEED Certification of state 
projects was released for review in March 2002. 
 

US Department of State The State Department has committed to using LEED on the 
construction of 180 new embassies worldwide over the next 10 
years. 
 

US General Services Administration (GSA 
www.gsa.gov 
 

The GSA is the largest tenant in the United States, managing space 
in over 8,300 owned or leased buildings for over 1,000,000 federal 
employees The GSA requires that all building projects beginning 
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design in 2003 must be LEED-Certified and are encouraged to be 
LEED Silver. 
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Local Green Buildings: (North Bay and greater Bay Area) 
 
LEED-certified, green, natural, and other interesting buildings in the North Bay region. For the purpose of this 
Section, our definition of Green Building is very loose. 
 
Buildings open to the public are listed in bold. 
 
 
Beeler Residence 
Petaluma 

Live/Work Remodel to Zero Net Energy Use: Multi-phase remodel of 
1940 residence. 
First Phase, 1998: energy efficiency remodel to reduce energy use 
by 75%. 
Second Phase, 2004: remodel to achieve zero net energy use with 
solar air heating and photovoltaic electric generation. Green 
materials and methods used throughout. 
 

Blaker-Hancock Garden Shed 
Cotati 
 

Small loadbearing straw bale garden shed, 1997. 

Cardinal Newman High School  
Santa Rosa 
 

Existing school remodeled to become a Green/High Performance 
School. The Integrated Design Team Process with computer energy 
use and daylight simulations during early design achieved heating, 
lighting and cooling energy savings of 58% over existing and 38% 
beyond T24 energy code for new buildings. These simulations 
optimized the envelope improvements, daylighting features and 
natural ventilation/cooling features. Life cycle cost comparisons of 
alternative features and HVAC systems were used. 
 

Casa Grande 
Petaluma Adobe State Histor ic Park 
Petaluma 
 

One of the original adobe structures (1837-40). Open to the public. 

Chris Poehlmanns’  straw bale house 
Annapolis, CA 
 

Believed to be the first permitted straw-bale house in Sonoma 
County. Metal frame, 1996. 

Frog Song Co-Housing 
101 Ross Street 
Cotati 

Designed using the principles described in the New Home 
Construction Green Building Guidelines and LEED. The mixed-use 
project, completed in January of 2004, was designed by the 30 
families who live there. Features include in-slab radiant heating, 
linoleum floors, super insulated walls and ceilings, native 
landscaping, extensive swales and many shared resources. 
 

Cotati Police Facility 
Cotati 
 

The first LEED-certified building in Sonoma County. Open to the 
public, both short-term and longer-term. 
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Dean Residence 
Sebastopol 
 

Computer energy use simulations during early design achieved 
heating/cooling energy savings of 90% beyond T24 energy code. 
This optimized the passive solar and natural ventilation/cooling 
features. Green materials and methods used throughout. 
Photovoltaic electric generation hopes to achieve zero net energy 
use 
 

Environmental Technology Center 
Sonoma State University 
 

The Integrated Design Team Process used computer simulations to 
optimize the envelope, daylighting and natural ventilation/cooling 
features, resulting in energy savings of 80% beyond T24 energy 
code. Photovoltaic electric generation provides 100% of building’s 
electrical use. Green materials and methods used throughout. 
 

Forty Oaks Rastra block houses 
Petaluma 
 

Rastra block residences and granny units. 

Forty Oaks straw bale houses 
Petaluma 
 

Straw bale residence and granny unit. 

Gilleran Residence Addition 
Santa Rosa 
 

Second-story master bedroom SIP addition above garage (walls and 
roof 

Guest House 
Santa Rosa 
 

Rammed-earth, 20 foot great wall. 
 

Hensen Residence 
Occidental Arts and Ecology Center 
Occidental 
 

Light straw clay infill with interior earth plasters in wood frame 
construction. 

Hollingshead Residence 
Penngrove 
 

Two-story straw bale residence. 

Klein Residence 
Corte Madera 
 

Large rammed-earth residence. 

Lovall Valley Road 
 

Straw bale house. 

Mathia Residence Addition 
Windsor 

832 SF SIP addition (walls & roof) to 1950’s house  

Metz Lane Residence 
Petaluma 
 

First SIP single family residence in Sonoma County, walls and roof, 
1988 

Mission San Francisco Solano de 
Sonoma 
Sonoma State Histor ic Park 
(Town of) Sonoma 
 

One of the oldest surviving buildings in Sonoma County (1825), 
serving as testament to the viability of building with earth in our 
region. 

Moon Light Brewery Production Building 
Santa Rosa 
 

SIP wall and roof commercial building 

Morelli Lane house 
Occidental 

Straw bale residence. 
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Northern California Permaculture 
Institute 
Point Reyes 
 

Small straw bale vault, cob building. Greywater system. 

Oak Springs 
Santa Rosa 
 

Green residence and granny unit. SIPS exterior walls. 

Porch Residence 
Kenwood 
 

Straw bale residence. 

Ramekins 
(Town of) Sonoma 
 

Rammed earth commercial building. 

Rammed-earth octagon house 
Spring Hill Road at Purvine Road 
West of Petaluma 
 

A real oldie! 

Real Goods Solar  L iving Center  
Hopland, CA 
 

An innovative straw bale retail showroom and 12-acre 
Permaculture site. Open to the public seven days a week. 

Ridge Winery 
Healdsburg 
 

Earth-plastered straw bale post-and-beam winery. 

Santa Sabina hermitage 
Dominican College 
San Rafael 
 

Small straw bale cottage. 

Shultz Guest House 
Santa Rosa 
 

SIP walls and roof (5,000 sf) with rammed earth wall tie-in 

Snyder Residence 
Sea Ranch 
 

SIP roof 

Storm (former) house 
Sebastopol, 2 miles out of town 

Small, owner-built, passive solar house with radiant heat, using 
affordable, off-the-shelf-materials. 
 

University of California, Berkeley 
Mendocino County 

Minimal site disturbance. Site harvested lumber, wide roof 
overhangs, renewable materials such as cellulose insulation.  Good 
indoor ventilation and low VOC finishes.  Future rainwater 
collection and installation of photovoltaics. 
 

Valley of the Moon Winery 
Sonoma 
 

SIP Roof on tank and barrel storage building 

Warkentin House 
Lucas Valley Road 
Marin County 
 

Straw-bale residence. 

Wiggins House 
Petaluma 
 

Straw bale residence. 



United States Green Building Council, Redwood Empire Chapter  
Green Building Resource List 2006 
 
Page 55 of 55 

© 2008 Pete Gang 

Wine Creek Road Residence 
Healdsburg 

Stucco over straw bales, certified framing and finish lumber, 
cellulose insulation, low VOC paints adhesives and finishes. 35% fly 
ash concrete, fiber cement siding. 
 

 


